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Executive Summary

Transport statistics cover surveys referring to the transport modes road, rail, inland waterways, air
and pipelines. The survey of road freight transport of Austrian enterprises differs significantly from
the surveys for the other modes of transport, making comparisons with results from these other
modes very limited. While the other modes of transport record transport performance within the
Austrian territory, the statistics for road freight transport by Austrian enterprises cover the
worldwide transport services of Austrian enterprises using road freight vehicles registered in Austria.
However, as shown in Figure 1, the geographical distribution for these vehicles is almost exclusively
limited to the European continent.

Figure 1: Symbolic representation of the geographical distribution of Austrian vehicles in
road freight transport
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The data is based on a sample survey conducted according to the nationality principle. Therefore,
only lorries with a load capacity of 2 tonnes or more and road tractors registered in Austria are
considered. The total population for the sample comprises approximately 67 000 vehicles from
14 000 company locations, from which a stratified sample of around 27 000 vehicles is drawn. For
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each of these vehicles one reporting week must be reported. In total, around 7 400 company
locations are affected annually, each required to report for a maximum of four reporting weeks per
year.

Data can be submitted to Statistics Austria either electronically (eQuest-Web, eQuest-Excel, Road
Freight Transport Survey application) or via a paper questionnaire.

As part of processing the received questionnaires, data enrichment also takes place.
Methodologically challenging aspects include adding missing empty journeys and calculating the
kilometres driven based on the postal codes of the starting and ending locations of the journeys.

One month after the end of each reference period (quarter or year), the key figures are published as
flash estimates in a press release and on the website of Statistics Austria. The preliminary quarterly
results are published five months after the end of a reporting quarter on the website and in the
statistical database STATcube, and are also transmitted to the Statistical Office of the European
Union (Eurostat).

The annual results of the statistics on road freight transport of Austrian enterprises are published in a
press release at the end of May, in the statistical database STATcube, on the website of Statistics
Austria, and in the “Statistisches Jahrbuch”. With the publication of the annual results, the
preliminary results for the first three reporting quarters are revised. These final data are also
transmitted to Eurostat.

The main challenge with these publications is the frequent misconception that these statistics
represent all road freight transport on Austrian territory. Since vehicles registered abroad are not
included in the statistics, no conclusions can be drawn about the total volume of road freight
transport on Austrian territory. A direct comparison with results from other modes of transport is
therefore not meaningful. Such a comparison often seems obvious, as the terminology used in the
presentation of the results is similar or identical to that of other modes of transport, for example, the
division in transport types. The total road freight transport on Austrian territory is given in the
statistics “freight transport on Austrian roads” which is described in its own standard documentation.
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Road Freight Transport Statistics of Austrian enterprises — Main Key Points

Subject matter

Worldwide transport services of Austrian enterprises with road freight
vehicles registered in Austria (road tractors, lorries with two or more
tonnes load capacity).

Population

approximately 67 000 vehicles from approximately 14 000 company
locations form the basis for the sampling.

Type of statistics

primary statistics

Data sources/Survey techniques

A sample of approximately 27 000 vehicles is drawn annually, and each
drawn vehicle is assigned to one reporting week for which the owners
(company locations) are required to report. The sample population is
formed by combining vehicle registration data from Statistics Austria's
stock statistics and enterprise data from Statistics Austria's statistical
business register.

Reference period or due day

quarterly/annually

Periodicity

Final results annually, provisional results quarterly, Flash estimates
quarterly

Survey participation
(in case of a survey)

Obligatory

Main legal acts

National legal acts:

BGBI. Nr. 142/1983: Bundesgesetz vom 21. Februar 1983 Uber statistische
Erhebungen im Bereich des Strallen- und Schienenverkehrs (Stralen- und
Schienenverkehrsstatistikgesetz).

BGBI. Nr. 393/1995: Verordnung des Bundesministers fiir 6ffentliche
Wirtschaft und Verkehr tiber statistische Erhebungen im Bereich des
StraRen- und Schienengiiterverkehrs (StraRen- und
Schienengtterverkehrsstatistik-Verordnung) idF: BGBI. Il Nr. 119/2005.

EU legal acts:

Regulation (EU) No 70/2012: Regulation of the European Parliament and
of the Council on statistical returns in respect of the carriage of goods by
road (recast)

Most detailed regional
breakdown

The data is available at NUTS 3 level. For reasons of statistical accuracy
and partly due to confidentiality, the representation of transport relations
(start and destination regions of journeys) is only possible at NUTS 2 level.

Availability of results

Flash estimates: quarterly t + 1 month
provisional data: quarterly t + 5 months

final data: t + 5 months (150 days) after the reference year

Other

This survey does not cover all road freight transport on Austrian territory.
This is presented in the statistics “Freight transport on Austrian roads”.
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