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Executive Summary 

The aim of the short-term business statistics in trade and services is to provide information about the 
cyclical development in trade and important services sections. Statistical information about short-term 
development is an important source for market investigation. It is provided to cover data requirements 
demanded by the European Union (EU) regarding the creation of community statistics for short-term 
development and for observing the economic development of the member states. The short-term statis
tics are based on register, statistical and administrative data, with a small primary survey for collecting 
trade data. The periodically calculated index is based on an EU-harmonised concept. 

Short-term business statistics in trade and services provide a turnover index, an index of persons em
ployed, as well as an index of gross wages and salaries and an index of hours worked. Results are pro
vided according to the ÖNACE 2008, the national version of the NACE (Nomenclature statistique des ac
tivités économiques dans la Communauté européenne). 

The population of the short-term statistics compromises the trade sector (section G of ÖNACE 2008) and 
the sections covering the service sectors, consisting of “transportation and storage” (section H of ÖNACE 
2008), “accommodation and food service activities” (section I of ÖNACE 2008), “information and com
munication” (section J of ÖNACE 2008), “real estate activities” (section L of ÖNACE 2008), parts of “pro
fessional, scientific and technical activities” (section M of ÖNACE 2008) and “administrative and support 
service activities” (section N of ÖNACE 2008). 

The turnover index (in nominal and real terms) is compiled monthly, approximately 60 days after the 
end of the reference month and is available as an unadjusted, seasonally adjusted and working day ad
justed time series. Additionally, a preliminary turnover index for main aggregates in retail trade is pro
vided approximately 30 days after the end of the reference month. The index of persons employed is 
provided monthly for trade and quarterly for services, approximately 60 days after the end of the refer
ence period. The index of gross wages and salaries and the index of hours worked are published after 90 
days (unadjusted and working day adjusted). 

For the calculation of the turnover index, in general, data coming from the monthly or quarterly VAT ad
vance return is used. The index of persons employed is derived from the number of employees from ad
ministrative sources (Federation of Social Insurances) and the numbers of self-employed persons from 
the Business Register (BR) of Statistics Austria. The index of hours worked is based on statistical data 
from the Micro Census Labour Force Survey and employment data. The index of gross wages and sala
ries is calculated on data resulting from the contributions to the Family Burden Equalisation Fund (FLAF) 
and data on employees. 

Since reporting period January 2024, the short-term business statistics in trade and services are pro
vided based on the base year 2021. Time series are available from 2021. 
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Short-term business statistics in trade and services – Main Key Points  

Subject matter  Measurement of monthly economic development as an index for 
turnover, persons employed, hours worked and gross wages and sala
ries for trade and services. 

Population Active enterprises (legal units) of the BR whose main activity is as
signed to the ÖNACE 2008 sections G, H, I, J, L, M (without 70.1, 72 
and 75). 
Trade: approx. 82 000 enterprises 
Services: approx. 207 000 enterprises 

Type of statistics Index. Persons employed and gross wages and salaries on the basis of 
a full census, cut-off sample for turnover except retail trade; random 
sample for retail trade (approx. 2 800 enterprises); approx. 6 400 per
sons in the Micro Census Labour Force Survey are linked to the enter
prises by the BR for hours worked. 

Data sources/Survey techniques • Primary survey of selected enterprises for preliminary results in 
retail trade 

• Monthly VAT advance return (UVA) for turnover 
• Business register (BR) as reference for population and for self-

employed persons 
• Federation of Social Insurances (DV) for employees 
• Micro Census Labour Force Survey for hours worked 
• Contributions to the Family Burden Equalization Fund (FLAF) for 

gross wages and salaries 
The data sources are linked by the BR with the enterprises in the rele
vant ÖNACE activities and used for evaluation of the short-term statis
tics. 

Reference period or due day From January 2021 (base year 2021). 
Turnover and gross wages and salaries in the respective reference 
month, persons employed at the end of the month, hours worked in 
the respective week of report of reference quarter. Quarterly values 
are calculated as the average for the respective months. 

Periodicity Turnover and persons employed monthly for trade. For services, turn
over monthly, persons employed quarterly. Gross wages and salaries 
and hours worked quarterly for trade and services. 

Survey participation  
(in case of a survey) 

Mandatory, to ensure a sufficient level of quality of the data. 

Main legal acts   National: 
• Regulation on short-term statistics in the service sector, BGBl 

II no. 233/2003 as amended 
EU: 
• Regulation (EU) 2019/2152 of the European Parliament and of 

the Council on European business statistics as amended 
• Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1197 laying 

down technical specifications and arrangements as amended 
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Most detailed regional  
breakdown 

Austria 

Availability of results Preliminary results: approx. t+1 month (retail trade, turnover index for 
main aggregates) 
Final results: t+2 months (turnover index and index of persons em
ployed), t+3 months (index of gross wages and salaries and index of 
hours worked)  

Other Every index is available in nominal terms and unadjusted, the turnover 
also in real terms and seasonally and working day adjusted, the index 
of hours worked and the index of gross wages and salaries are also 
available as working day adjusted time series. 
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