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Executive Summary 

The migration survey is a survey of persons conducted annually by Statistics Austria. It is used to 
monitor various dimensions of migration and integration. Participants are interviewed on topics 
such as coexistence, discrimination, contacts and social environment, value orientations (on family 
images, gender roles, politics and religion), belonging, education, language skills and language use 
as well as work and professional activities.  

The sample includes people in Austria without migration background as well as immigrants from 
selected countries of birth. The participants are drawn from the Central Register of Residents 
(ZMR) according to a multi-stratified procedure, whereby in addition to the country of birth, a re
striction is also made to persons aged 16 and over – and in the case of immigrants with a period of 
residence in Austria of at least twelve months. Persons in institutionalised households (e. g. pris
ons, asylum accommodation) are not included in the survey. The survey is conducted as an online 
survey and can be answered in German and various other languages. 

The aim of the migration survey is to measure and evaluate various dimensions of migration, the 
course of integration of migrants and the differences in status compared to the average of the 
overall population in Austria. Particular attention is paid to visualising the integration trajectories 
of different groups of immigrants, especially third-country nationals. The information obtained can 
be used to analyse connections between migration and integration and issues such as social coex
istence, value orientations, experiences of discrimination, language use and knowledge, lifestyle or 
perceived belonging, and to identify differences according to age, gender, country of birth, educa
tion, income, living environment or employment. The migration survey provides information on 
the perception of migration and integration by both people with and without a migration back
ground in Austria. The main results of the migration survey are published together with findings 
from other data sets in the Statistical Yearbook Migration & Integration. 



 

 

 

Migration survey – Main Key Points  

Subject matter  Survey on various dimensions of migration and integration 

Population Resident population in private households aged 16 and over; for per
sons born abroad who have lived in Austria for at least twelve months 
 

Type of statistics Primary statistical survey 
 

Data sources/Survey techniques Sample survey (CAWI interviews) with around 4,500 respondents 
 

Reference period or due day Field phase: most recently March to April 2025 
Reporting period: Current situation in relation to the interview date or 
reference periods of different lengths 
 

Periodicity Annually 

Survey participation  
(in case of a survey) 

Voluntary 

Main legal acts   Federal Statistics Act 2000, Federal Law Gazette I No. 163/1999 as 
amended and Federal Integration Act, Federal Law Gazette I No. 
68/2017 
 

Most detailed regional  
breakdown 

Austria (in publications) or municipality size classes (in the micro data 
set) 
 

Availability of results Final results: 4 months after the end of the field phase 
 

Other The collected data is self-reported by the respondents. For demo
graphic characteristics, register data is used for comparison purposes. 
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