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Executive Summary 

The Austrian Health Interview Survey is an at European harmonised level survey on health status, health 
behaviour and health care of persons in private households. It forms an important basis for health re-
porting. Central topics are the prevalence of chronic diseases in the population, lifestyles and health-
related behaviours having a positive or negative impact on someone’s health state as well as the utilisa-
tion of preventive and medical care services. 

From October 2018 to September 2019, Statistics Austria conducted the third wave of the Health Inter-
view Survey on behalf of the Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection 
and the Federal Health Agency (Bundesgesundheitsagentur). For this Austria-wide survey, which is 
based on the European Health Interview Survey, 15,461 people, of which 7,166 were men and 8,295 
women, aged 15 years and more took the time to give detailed information about their health status in 
personal interviews. The results are representative for the Austrian population in private households 
aged 15 years and more (7.4 million people). In addition, the survey provides information on the health 
and health-related well-being of children and adolescents under 18 years of age by interviewing one 
parent. When interpreting the results, it must be taken into account that the results are based solely on 
self-reports by the respondents. The lowest regional breakdown for the presentation of the results are 
health care regions. 

The third wave of the European Health Information Survey (EHIS) served as a template for the question-
naire of the Austrian Health Information Survey 2019 (ATHIS 2019). Like the second wave of the EHIS, 
this is legally binding (Regulations of the European Parliament and of the Council EC. No. 1338/2008 and 
255/2018). In contrast, the first wave of the EHIS was carried out on a voluntary basis in 17 European 
countries (in Austria in 2006/07). The aim of the EHIS is to realise a harmonised health survey at Euro-
pean level. The questionnaire for EHIS wave 3 remained largely unchanged compared to wave 2 in order 
to allow comparisons over time. It consists of survey modules on health status, health determinants, 
health care and socio-demographic and socio-economic background characteristics. 

In addition, the ATHIS 2019 offered the opportunity to cover specific national information needs, which 
were agreed with the relevant stakeholders in advance of the survey. The national supplementary ques-
tions dealt with quality of life, presenteeism1, satisfaction with the health care system, selected chronic 
diseases, outpatient health care and functional activities. As in ATHIS 2014, information was also col-
lected on the health status of the children living in the household. 

In addition to data on personal characteristics such as age or gender, the core area of the ATHIS 2019 
questionnaire includes the following aspects: 

• self-perceived health 
• chronic diseases and health problems 
• accidents and injuries 

                                                           

1 Presenteeism is when you go to work despite being ill. 
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• functional health 
• mental health 
• quality of life 
• risk factors and health-related behaviour 
• use of services of the health care system 
• preventive behaviour 
• child health 

Figure 1: Data production process ATHIS 2019
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ATHIS 2019 – Main Key Points  

Subject matter  Health Status, health determinants, health care 

Population Austrian residents aged 15 years or more living in private household 
(including proxy answers for children below 18 years) 

Type of statistics Primary statistics 

Data sources/Survey techniques Sample survey of 15 461 people 
CAPI- and CAWI-Interviewing 

Reference period or due day Field phase: October 2018 to September 2019. 
Reporting period: Current situation in relation to the interview date or 
to reference periods of different lengths. 

Periodicity Multi-annual survey (2006/07, 2014, 2019). From 2019 every six 
years. 

Survey participation  
(in case of a survey) 

Voluntary 

Main legal acts   Commission Regulation (EU) No 2018/255 of 19 February 2018 
Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/257 of 19 February 
2018 granting derogations to certain Member States with respect to 
the transmission of statistics  
Implementing Regulation (EC) No 1338/2008 of the European Parlia-
ment and of the Council on Community statistics on public health and 
health and safety at work, as regards statistics based on the European 
Health Interview Survey (EHIS) 

Most detailed regional  
breakdown 

Health regions 

Availability of results Final data: t + 12 months 

Other All information collected in the Health Interview Survey is self-re-
ported by respondents. 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/DE/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32018R0255&qid=1629376632344
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