
 

 

 

Vienna, 2026-09-03 – According to Statistics Austria's Microcensus Labour Force Survey, 
the number of employed persons remained virtually unchanged at 4.5 million in the sec
ond quarter of 2026 compared with the same period a year earlier. While the number of 
part-time employed increased by 57 200, the number of full-time employed declined by 
57 400. 

“In the second quarter of 2026, the number of employed people was almost the same as in the second 
quarter of 2025. However, this figure masks two opposing trends: while the number of part-time workers 
rose by 57 00, the number of full-time workers fell by 57 400. This means that the trend towards part-time 
work is continuing following a decline in 2025,“ says Statistics Austria Director General Manuela Lenk. 

Rise in part-time employment, decline in full-time employment 
An average of 4 499 500 people aged 15 and over were employed in the second quarter of 2026 according 
to the international definition, leaving the number of employed persons virtually unchanged from the same 
quarter of the previous year (Q2 2025: 4 499 700). Behind this seemingly stable overall figure, however, 
were contrasting developments: while the number of part-time workers increased significantly (+57 200), 
the number of full-time workers declined by a similar magnitude (−57 400). 

As a result, the overall part-time employment rate increased by 1.3 percentage points to 32.1%. The rise 
was stronger among women, whose part-time rate grew by 1.4 percentage points to 51.1%. However, the 
part-time rate also increased markedly among men, rising by 0.9 percentage points to 14.8%. As a conse
quence of this shift from full-time to part-time employment, average usual weekly working hours declined 
significantly by 0.2 hours year-on-year, to 35.4 hours. 

Unemployment rate rises further to 5.7% 
The number of unemployed persons according to the international definition increased once again. In the 
second quarter of 2026, a total of 272 100 people were without employment, actively seeking work and 
available to start a job, which was 11 100 more than in the second quarter of 2025. As a result, the unem
ployment rate rose by 0.2 percentage points year-on-year to 5.7%. The increase was entirely attributable 
to men, whose unemployment rate climbed by 0.4 percentage points to 6.2%. By contrast, the unemploy
ment rate among women remained unchanged at 5.2%. 

Compared with the previous quarter (Q1 2026: 6.3%), the unemployment rate declined by 0.6 percentage 
points, reflecting seasonal effects. The largest decrease was recorded among young people aged 15 to 24, 
whose unemployment rate fell by 2.4 percentage points. 
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Table: Employed and unemployed 

Employed and unemployed (ILO concept) Unit Q2 2026 

Changes compared to…  
(absolute or in % points) 

Q1 2026 Q2 2025 

Employed (15 years or older) 1 000 4 499.5 30.7 −0.2* 

Full-time 1 000 3 053.9 7.4* −57.4 

Part-time 1 000 1 445.7 23.2* 57.2 

Part-time rate1  % 32.1 0.3* 1.3 

Men % 14.8 0.2* 0.9* 

Women % 51.1 0.4* 1.4 

Unemployed  1 000 272.1 −29.8 11.1* 

Unemployment rate2  % 5.7 −0.6 0.2* 

Men % 6.2 −0.6 0.4* 

Women % 5.2 −0.7 0.0* 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Labour Force Survey (Microcensus) – International definition according to ILO concept. Non−significant 
changes are marked with *. Rounding differences not balanced. 
1) Part-time employed (self-assignment) as a percentage of employed persons aged 15 years and over. – 2) Unemployed as a per
centage of the labour force (employed and unemployed) aged 15 to 74. 

Detailed results and further information on the labour market in the second quarter can be found on our 
website in the publication “Labour Market Statistics, 2. Quarter 2026“ (available in German only) under 
“Publications“; additional tables are available under “Detailed Results“. 

Information on methodology, definitions: The European Labour Force Survey (LFS), which takes place in all 
EU Member States, collects information on employment and job search in a standardised form from ran
domly selected private households. In Austria, the LFS is conducted as part of the Microcensus – a sample 
survey in which about 1 500 households are interviewed weekly. These data are extrapolated to the popula
tion. 

Employed persons: According to the international definition (ILO concept), persons are considered to be 
employed if they have worked at least 1 hour in the reference week or if they have not worked due to vaca
tion, illness, etc., but are normally employed. Military and civilian servants are excluded. Results on part-
time work are based on the direct question of employed persons aged 15 and over about full-time or part
time employment. 

Unemployed persons: According to the international definition (ILO concept), persons are considered to be 
unemployed if they are not employed (see above) and have actively sought work during the reference week 
or the 3 preceding weeks. Also considered as unemployed are persons who already have a job offer and start 
this job within 3 months. In addition, they must be able to start working within the next 2 weeks after the 
reference week. The unemployment rate is the proportion of unemployed persons in the total labour force 
(employed and unemployed) aged 15 to 74. 

Who is Statistics Austria?  

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state 
and the environment in Austria. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles 
of independence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General 
Statistics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance. 

https://www.statistik.at/en/statistics/labour-market/activity-status


 

 

Further enquiries: 
For information on results and methodology, please contact:  
the Labour Force Survey team, ake@statistik.gv.at   
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at 
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