
 

 

 

Vienna, 2026-08-31 – According to Statistics Austria, the almost 81 000 Austrian enter
prises in industry and construction sector generated a turnover of €31.3 bn in May 2026, 
employing approximately 987 000 persons. This represents a slight turnover decrease in 
the entire industry and construction sector of 0.7% compared to May 2025. 

“Despite a dynamic start this spring, the growth in the Austrian industry and construction sector showed a 
visible slowdown in May 2026. Austrian industry stagnated, with turnover increasing by just 0.1% to 
€26.0 billion. The economic situation in the construction sector remained very strained, with a decline of 
turnover by 4.3% to €5.3 billion,” says Manuela Lenk, Director General Statistics at Statistics Austria. 

Small decline in turnover in industry and construction in May 2026 
In May 2026, a total of 80 662 enterprises in the entire industry and construction sector reported a turnover 
of €31.3 bn in nominal terms. This corresponds to a slight decrease of 0.7% (working-day adjusted: +4.1%) 
compared to May 2025. The number of employees decreased by 1.3% to 986 763. However, turnover in 
industry increased compared to the same month of the previous year by 0.1% to €26.0 bn. The turnover in 
construction fell by 4.3% to €5.3 bn (see table 1). Both in industry (−1,2%) and construction (−1,5%), em
ployment fell in May 2026. The number of hours worked declined as well (−6.0% and −5.5%, resp.) in these 
two key sectors of the Austrian economy. 

Industry production slightly rose in May 2026 
Compared to May 2025, the value of sold production in industry (ÖNACE 2025 sections B to E) rose by 1.2% 
to €25.6 bn in nominal terms in May 2026. 4 out of the 10 largest divisions reported positive developments 
compared to May 2025 (see table 2). The main contributors were Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply (+3.6% to €5.0 bn) and Manufacture of basic metals (+6.0% to €2.2 bn). This was followed—in terms 
of absolute changes in output—by the divisions Manufacture of computer, electronic and optical products 
(+12.3% to €1.0 bn) and Manufacture of electrical equipment (+3.9% to €1.3 bn). A substantial production 
decrease was observed in Manufacture of machinery and equipment n.e.c. (−6.9% to €2.3 bn), Manufacture 
of food products (−4.0% to €2.0 bn) and Manufacture of fabricated metal products, except machinery and 
equipment (−4.5% to €1.4 bn). 
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Table 1: Enterprises’ results – May 2026 

Structure of ÖNACE 20251 

Enter
prises Employees Gross earnings  

in million Euro 
Turnover in 
million Euro 

Turnover −  
changes 

End of May 2026 May 2026 nom.  
in % 2 

wd. a. 
in % 3 

Industry 41 218 694 514 3 852.1 25 982.9 0.1 4.8 

Manufacturing 32 934 639 843 3 441.7 20 199.6 0.2 − 

Electricity, gas, steam and air 
conditioning supply 

5 403 32 319 294.3 5 106.8 2.1 − 

Water supply; sewerage, waste 
management and remediation 
activities 

2 881 22 352 116.1 676.5 −14.9 − 

Construction 39 444 292 249 1 216.7 5 321.7 −4.3 0.9 

Industry and construction in total 80 662 986 763 5 068.8 31 304.7 −0.7 4.1 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA. 
1) Rounding differences not compensated. – 2) Nominal changes compared to the same period of the previous year. – 3) Working-
day adjusted changes compared to the same period of the previous year. 

Table 2: Branches of industry, value of sold production – May 2026 

Industry 
Sold production  
in million Euro 

Sold production − 
changes in % 1 

May 2026 

Industry in total 25 550.4 1.2 

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply 5 009.9 3.6 

Manufacture of machinery and equipment n.e.c.2 2 335.3 −6.9 

Manufacture of basic metals   2 172.1 6.0 

Manufacture of food products 2 005.2 −4.0 

Manufacture of motor vehicles, trailers and semi-trailers  1 424.5 −0.1 

Manufacture of fabricated metal products, except machinery and equip
ment 

1 418.0 −4.5 

Manufacture of electrical equipment 1 276.1 3.9 

Manufacture of computer, electronic and optical products  1 006.2 12.3 

Manufacture of wood and of products of wood and cork 933.6 −1.8 

Manufacture of beverages 927.9 −1.5 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA.  
1) Nominal changes compared to the same period of the previous year. – 2) n.e.c.: not elsewhere classified. 

For detailed results and further information on short-term business statistics in Austria please refer to our 
website. A more detailed presentation and description of the most important nominal short-term statistics 
data is also available. Additionally, the economic monitor of Statistics Austria provides an overview of the 
economic development in Austria with about 80 business indicators.  

 

Information on methodology, definitions:   

Short-term statistics: 

The main results presented here are based on the one hand on the primary statistical data of the short-term 
statistics survey in industry and construction and on the other hand on a model-based approach to data 
supplementation. The latter tries to integrate the characteristic relationships of the monthly business survey 
and to make efficient use of the information from the various administrative sources. In that way, the 

https://www.statistik.at/en/statistics/industry-construction-trade-and-services/short-term-business-statistics
https://www.statistik.at/en/statistics/industry-construction-trade-and-services/short-term-business-statistics/figures-industry-and-construction
https://www.statistik.at/en/statistics/industry-construction-trade-and-services/short-term-business-statistics/figures-industry-and-construction
https://www.statistik.at/en/services/tools/economic-data/economic-monitor


 

 

structure of the population (thus 100%) of the short-term statistics in industry and construction can be pre
sented at activity level as a combination of primary data, secondary data and model-based calculation. De
tailed methodological descriptions can be found on our website under “Documentation” (available in Ger
man only). The enterprise results are based on all single- and multiple-operational enterprises that can be 
classified in industry and construction. Data of so-called establishments show the results of those establish
ments whose main area of activity is in industry and construction, irrespective of the economic focus of the 
enterprises above the establishments. 

The term industry in this context corresponds to manufacturing excluding construction (ÖNACE 2025 sections 
B to E) and also contains commercial enterprises. Thus, this term is not identical with the term industry ac
cording to the classification system of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber. 

Who is Statistics Austria? 

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state 
and the environment in Austria. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles 
of independence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General 
Statistics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance. 

Further enquiries: 
For information on results and methodology, please contact:  
Martin Hirsch, phone: +43 1 711 28-7627, e-mail: martin.hirsch@statistik.gv.at  
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at 
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