
 

 

 

Vienna, 2026-08-31 – 42 645 minors received in-home support through child and youth 
welfare services in 2025, while 13 029 were cared for outside of their family of origin. In 
addition, 2 325 young adults received out-of-home care and 1 924 received family support 
services. Expenditures on child welfare services increased by 120.8 million euros (+11.4%) 
to 1 181.8 million euros. 

In 2025, 42 645 children and young people and their respective families received in-home services in the 
framework of parenting support (see table 1). If the well-being of a child or young person in a family is 
endangered, various forms of child and youth welfare support (e.g. intensive family care, socio-educational 
family help, parent training, individual care) are used to strengthen and support the family so that place
ment of the child in out-of-home care can be prevented. If it is no longer possible for the child to remain in 
the original family, the child and youth welfare service must order out-of-home care in the form of foster 
families or residential care homes. 13 029 minors were cared for as part of out-of-home care in 2025. 61.0% 
of these children and young people lived in institutions, 39.0% with foster parents. 

Table 1: Number of children and adolescents1 supported by child and youth welfare in 2024 and 2025 

Region 
Total2 Care rate3 

2024 2025 2024 2025 

In-home support 

Burgenland 1 402 1 350 29,3 28,5 

Carinthia 3 964 4 158 43,8 46,3 

Lower Austria6 11 683 8 298 38,9 27,8 

Upper Austria 4 588 4 618 16,5 16,7 

Salzburg 2 684 2 703 27,0 27,3 

Styria 8 053 8 215 39,2 40,1 

Tyrol 3 802 3 938 28,4 29,6 

Vorarlberg 2 031 2 033 26,2 26,3 

Vienna 7 106 7 332 20,4 21,0 

Austria 45 313 42 645 28,7 27,1 

Out-of-home care5 

Burgenland 492 497 10,3 10,5 

Carinthia 947 1 005 10,5 11,2 

Lower Austria 2 320 2 177 7,7 7,3 

Upper Austria 1 520 1 540 5,5 5,6 

Salzburg 635 643 6,4 6,5 

Styria 1 603 1 672 7,8 8,2 
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Expenditure for child and youth welfare in Austria 
increased significantly in 2025 
Expenses rose by +11.4% compared to 2024 



 

 

Region 
Total2 Care rate3 

2024 2025 2024 2025 

Tyrol 870 851 6,5 6,4 

Vorarlberg 513 494 6,6 6,4 

Vienna 4 150 4 150 11,9 11,9 

Austria 13 050 13 029 8,3 8,3 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Child and youth welfare statistics. – 1) Under 18 years. – 2) Annual totals. – 3) Annual average number of 
children and young people per 1 000 under 18 years. – 4) In-home support services (intensive family care, socio-educational family 
support, mobile work with families, parent training, individual care, etc.). – 5) Care provided by foster families and institutional care. 
– 6) The decline is attributable to a data adjustment in the collection and allocation of data in the federal state of Lower Austria. As 
a result, there are greater discrepancies compared with the previous year in the area of educational support, in terms of the number 
of children. 

The proportion of boys was higher than that of girls both for in-home support services (53.8%) and out-of-
home care (52.1%). Broken down by age group, more than half (52.6%) of the children and young people 
cared for were aged 6 to under 14 years (14 to under 18 years: 26.3%, under 6 years: 21.1%). In out-of-
home care, the 6 to under 14 year olds (42.0%) and the 14 to under 18 year olds (42.8%) accounted for 
almost the same proportion, while the youngest made up only 15.3%. 

2 325 young adults were supported outside, 1 924 within their families 
Young people who are already supported by the child and youth welfare service can continue to receive 
help if they need it after reaching the legal age. In 2025, 2 325 young adults (aged 18 to under 21 years) 
were cared for in institutions or by foster parents (out-of-home care) and 1 924 of the same age group 
were supported within their original families (in-home support; see table 2). Among young adults (in con
trast to minors), the proportion of women receiving support was higher than that of men, both for out-of-
home care (51.1%) and in-home support (55.4%). 

Table 2: Number of young adults1 supported by child and youth welfare in 2024 and 2025 

Region 
Total2 Care rate3 

2024 2025 2024 2025 

Out-of-home care4 

Burgenland 51 61 6,2 7,4 

Carinthia 205 211 12,4 12,7 

Lower Austria 400 426 7,7 8,2 

Upper Austria 223 219 4,7 4,6 

Salzburg 222 229 12,7 13,3 

Styria 394 388 10,8 10,6 

Tyrol 213 247 9,1 10,7 

Vorarlberg 77 67 5,7 5,0 

Vienna 458 477 7,0 7,1 

Austria 2 243 2 325 8,0 8,3 

In-home support5 

Burgenland 36 54 4,4 6,6 

Carinthia 190 190 11,5 11,4 

Lower Austria6 71 349 1,4 6,7 

Upper Austria 145 140 3,1 3,0 

Salzburg 141 133 8,1 7,7 

Styria 529 556 14,4 15,2 

Tyrol 233 279 10,0 12,0 



 

 

Region 
Total2 Care rate3 

2024 2025 2024 2025 

Vorarlberg 105 102 7,8 7,6 

Vienna 100 121 1,5 1,8 

Austria 1 550 1 924 5,5 6,8 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Child and youth welfare statistics. – 1) 18 to under 21 year olds. – 2) Annual totals. – 3) Annual average 
number of young adults per 1 000 18 to under 21 year olds. – 4) Care outside of the family in residential care. – 5) Family care. 
– 6) The incline is attributable to a data adjustment in the collection and allocation of data in the federal state of Lower Austria. As a 
result, there are more significant variations in the area of support for young adults compared with the previous year. 

Large differences between federal provinces in child welfare support rates 
When comparing the number of under 18 year olds receiving support to the resident population of the 
same age, a wide range in care rates becomes obvious (see table 1): In Carinthia, 46.3 for every 1 000 minors 
received in-home support in 2025, while the number in Upper Austria was only 16.7 (average of all federal 
provinces: 27.1). For out-of-home care, this value ranged from 11.9 in Vienna to 5.6 in Upper Austria (av
erage: 8.3). 

There were also clear differences between the federal provinces when it comes to support for young adults 
in 2025: While in Styria 15.2 out of 1 000 18 to under 21 year olds continued to receive professional support 
while living with their families of origin, such support was practically non-existent in Vienna (1.8). For out-
of-home care, the quota was between 13.3 (Salzburg) and 4.6 (Upper Austria) per 1 000 residents of the 
same age group. 

1 181.8 million euros spent for child and youth welfare support services in 2025 
Total expenses on child and youth welfare support services (in-home support services, out-of-home care, 
assistance for young adults) were 1 181.8 million euros in 2025 (+120.8 million euros or +11.4% compared 
to the previous year). Taking into account the income from reimbursement of costs by parents liable for 
such payments (62.8 million euros), the federal provinces and municipalities were left with net expendi
tures of 1 118.9 million euros (see table 3). Vienna accounted for the largest share (24.4%), followed by 
Lower Austria (18.2%) and Styria (15.1%). Three-fourths of total expenditure was spent on out-of-home 
care, while in-home support services accounted for one-fourth (both including support for young adults). 

Table 3: Expenses (in 1 000 euros) for child and youth welfare1 in 2024 and 2025 

Region 

2024 2025 Change 2024–2025 

Total  
expenses2 

Net  
expenses3 

Total  
expenses2 

Net  
expenses3 

Total  
expenses 

Net  
expenses 

Burgenland4 37 965 37 324 46 026 45 303 8 061 7 978 

Carinthia 89 612 87 722 96 663 94 555 7 051 6 833 

Lower Austria 174 291 170 337 207 758 203427 33 467 33 090 

Upper Austria5 164 081 136 046 169 161 140 344 5 080 4 298 

Salzburg4 61 479 59 090 65 039 62 250 3 559 3 160 

Styria4 159 741 155 386 173 585 168 887 13 844 13 501 

Tyrol4 78 370 76 738 88 515 86 643 10 144 9 905 

Vorarlberg 45 199 43 919 46 270 44 888 1 072 969 

Vienna 250 173 241 005 288 745 272 641 38571 31 637 

Austria 1 060 912 1 007 566 1 181 760 1 118 938 120 848 111 372 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Child and youth welfare statistics. – 1) In-home support services, out-of-home care and assistance to young 
adults. – 2) Excluding staff costs of child and youth welfare agencies. – 3) Total expenses minus cost reimbursements from persons 
liable for child support payments and any other third-party debtors. – 4) Provisional accounts data. – 5) Data from the provisional 
accounts of the regional payers (social welfare associations, towns with their own statutes). Expenditure in total, including onward 
settlements between the institutions. 

For detailed results and further information please refer to our website. 

https://www.statistik.at/en/statistics/population-and-society/social-benefits/child-and-youth-welfare


 

 

Information on methodology, definitions: The central objective and task of child and youth welfare (KJH) is 
to ensure the well-being of children and young people. The child and youth welfare statistics are based on 
annual tabular reports from the federal provinces. The legal basis for the annual collection and publication 
of statistical data on KJH is the Federal Child and Youth Welfare Act 2013. The child and youth welfare sta
tistics (KJH statistics) replaced the child and youth welfare report (Jugendwohlfahrts- bzw. Kinder- und Ju
gendhilfebericht) prepared by the Ministry for Family Affairs up until the 2014 reporting year. 2025 is the 
11th reporting year for child and youth welfare statistics. 

Detailed specifications for the content of the KJH statistics 2025 and selected data since 2015 can be found 
in the handbook created for this purpose and in the KJH statistics report 2025, which is available on our 
website, https://www.statistik.at/en > Statistics > Population and society > Social benefits > Child and youth 
welfare. 

Who is Statistics Austria? 

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state 
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of inde
pendence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General Statis-
tics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance.  

Further enquiries: 
For information on results and methodology, please contact:  
Serhan Marcel Bilgili, phone: +43 1 711 28-8284 | e-mail: serhan.bilgili@statistik.gv.at  
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at 
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