
 

 

 

Vienna, 2026-08-21 – A total of 1.79 million bovine animals and 2.47 million pigs were held 
on the reference date 1 June 2026 in Austria, as Statistics Austria reports. Compared to 
1 June 2025, the bovine population remained unchanged (±0.0%), while the number of 
pigs decreased by 0.7% or 16 400 animals. 

Fewer young bovine animals 
The stock of bovine animals less than 1 year old decreased by 0.3% to 560 600 animals compared to 1 June 
2025 (see table 1). The number of calves for slaughter fell by 12.2% to 28 500, while that of other calves 
and young bovine animals increased by 0.4% to 532 100. 

The number of bovine animals aged 1 to less than 2 years old rose by 0.6% to 416 900 animals. The stock 
of male cattle increased by 0.6% to 156 600. The number of heifers for slaughter grew by 1.9% to 65 600 
and that of heifers for production and breeding by 0.1% to 194 800 animals. 

The total number of bovine animals 2 years old and over remained almost unchanged at 812 700 animals 
(±0.0%) compared to the previous year. The number of bulls and oxen rose by 3.1% to 22 400 and that of 
heifers for slaughter by 0.6% to 15 400. The stock of heifers for production and breeding increased by 1.1% 
to 91 200. The dairy cow population was 533 800 (±0.0%) and the number of non-dairy cows was 150 000 
(−1.5%). 

The number of holdings with bovine animals on the reference date declined by 1.9% to a total of 49 000. 
Compared to the previous year, the average livestock density increased to 37 animals per holding (2025: 
36 animals). 

Decline in piglets, young pigs and pigs for breeding 
On the reference date 1 June 2026, 1.27 million piglets and young pigs (−1.2%), 997 900 pigs for fattening 
(+0.4%) and 201 900 pigs for breeding (−2.8%) were held in Austria (see table 2). 

Compared to the previous year, the stock of piglets fell by 1.7% to 578 800 and that of young pigs by 0.7% 
to 691 100. Among pigs for fattening, the number of animals weighing 50 to less than 80 kg remained un
changed at 492 600 (±0.0%), while the number of animals weighing 80 to less than 110 kg rose by 0.6% to 
402 800. The stock of pigs weighing more than 110 kg increased by 1.8% to 102 600. In the group of pigs 
for breeding, young breeding sows declined by 2.5% to 39 900 and older breeding sows fell by 2.9% to 
157 400. The number of breeding boars increased by 0.7% to 4 600. 

In the federal provinces Upper Austria, Lower Austria and Styria, 94.1% of the total pig population were 
kept (2025: 94.0%). 

For detailed results and further information please refer to our website. 
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Table 1: Number of bovine animals on 1 June 2026 

Category 01.06.2025 01.06.2026 Change in % 

Bovine animals in total 1 790 147 1 790 211 ±0.0 

Bovine animals less than 1 year old 562 558 560 608 −0.3 

Bovine animals 1 to less than 2 years old 414 557 416 921 0.6 

Bovine animals 2 years old and over 813 032 812 682 ±0.0 

Holdings with bovine animals 49 935 48 988 −1.9 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Bovine livestock, Agrarmarkt Austria, Rinderzucht Austria, Consumer health information system.  

Table 2: Number of pigs on 1 June 2026 

Category 01.06.2025 01.06.2026 Change in % 

Pigs in total 2 486 173 2 469 724 −0.7 

Piglets and young pigs below 50 kg live weight 1 284 905 1 269 904 −1.2 

Pigs for fattening, 50 kg live weight and above 993 627 997 908 0.4 

Pigs for breeding, 50 kg live weight and above 207 641 201 912 −2.8 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Pig livestock, Consumer health information system.  

Information on methodology, definitions:  

These statistics are based on regulation (EU) No 2023/2745 concerning animal production statistics; imple
mented under Ordinance Federal Law Gazette II No. 420/2024 (available in German only) issued by the Fed
eral Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Regions and Water Management. 

The bovine livestock is determined through an evaluation of the central cattle database pursued by 
Agrarmarkt Austria in combination with data from Rinderzucht Austria. The detailed processing was carried 
out by Statistics Austria. 

Since 2012, the number of pigs for the reference date 1 June is calculated using a regression model, based 
on data from the consumer health information system, instead of a sample survey conducted directly at 
holdings as in previous years. 

Who is Statistics Austria? 

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state 
and the environment in Austria. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles 
of independence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General 
Statistics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance. 

Further enquiries: 
For information on results and methodology, please contact:  
Martina Wiesinger, phone: +43 1 711 28-7959, e-mail: tiere@statistik.gv.at  
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at 
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