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Producer prices for services rose by 1.8% in Q1 2026

Sharpest rise in prices in transportation and storage

Vienna, 2026-06-29 — According to Statistics Austria, the producer price index for services
stood at 101.5 points in the first quarter of 2026 (2025 = 100). Prices were therefore 1.8%
higher than in the first quarter of the previous year. Compared with the preceding fourth
quarter of 2025, the price level for services rose by 1.3%, after the quarter-on-quarter
growth had amounted to 0.1% in both the fourth and third quarters of 2025.

“Producer prices for services rose slightly once again at the start of 2026. Compared with the first quarter
of 2025, service providers in Austria raised their prices by 1.8%. Compared with the fourth quarter of 2025,
the increase was 1.3%. As in previous quarters, price rises in transportation and storage had the greatest
impact on the overall index,” says Manuela Lenk, Director General Statistics of Statistics Austria.

With the first quarter of 2026, the basket of goods and the sample for the producer price index for services
was revised, and the publication was converted to the new ONACE 2025 classification. At the same time,
the base year was changed to 2025 = 100.

Transportation and storage remains the main driver of price rises

In the first quarter of 2026, the performance of the overall index was largely driven by the transportation
and storage section, which recorded a price increase of 3.4%. Compared with the same quarter of the pre-
vious year, prices rose significantly, in particular in postal and courier activities (+8.1%), land transport and
transport via pipelines (+4.8%) and water transport (+3.7%).

Furthermore, the professional, scientific and technical activities, which recorded an increase of 2.2%, also
had a noticeable impact on the overall index. The most significant year-on-year price rises within this sec-
tion were recorded in the architectural and engineering activities; technical testing and analysis (+2.9%),
legal and accounting activities (+2.3%) and activities of head offices and management consultancy (+1.9%).

With prices falling by 0.5%, the real estate activities sector had a slight dampening effect on the perfor-
mance of the overall index in the first quarter of 2026. A negative change was particularly evident in the
rental and operating of own or leased real estate sector (-2.0%), while the groups real estate activities on
a fee or contract basis (+4.3%) and real estate activities with own property and development of building
projects (+1.0%) again recorded price increases.

Price increase of 1.3% compared with Q4 2025

Compared with the fourth quarter of 2025, there was an increase in producer prices of 1.3% in the first
quarter of 2026. This was driven in particular by marked price trends in transportation and storage (+2.0%)
and in professional, scientific and technical activities (+1.7%), while a price fall of -0.3% was observed in
the publishing, broadcasting, and content production and distribution activities.

Transportation and storage recorded the strongest quarter-on-quarter price growth at +2.0%. The most
significant price changes were observed in land transport and transport via pipelines (+3.4%), as well as in
portal and courier activities (+3.1%) and water transport (+2.8%).



Compared with the previous quarter, the professional, scientific and technical activities ranked second,
with an increase of 1.7%. Within this section, the most significant price movements were recorded in the
architectural and engineering activities; technical testing and analysis (+2.3%), legal and accounting activi-
ties (+2.1%) and other professional, scientific and technical activities (+1.3%).

Furthermore, compared with the fourth quarter of 2025, there was a slight fall in prices in the publishing,
broadcasting, and content production and distribution activities section (-0.3%), particularly in program-
ming, broadcasting, news agency and other content distribution activities (-1.9%) and publishing activities
(-0.8%). By contrast, a price increase of 0.9% was recorded in motion picture, video and television pro-
gramme production, sound recording and music publishing activities.

For detailed results and further information please refer to our website, where you can also find the index
calculator (available in German only).

Information on methodology, definitions: The producer prices for services quantify the amount that com-
panies receive from service recipients for their activities. The producer price index for services shows the
average quarterly price change of services provided by companies in Austria and purchased by other compa-
nies and private households in Austria and abroad. It covers service prices in the economic sectors of trans-
portation and storage, accommodation and food service activities, information and communication, real es-
tate activities, professional, scientific and technical activities and administrative and support service activi-
ties.

In the base year of an index series, the average annual measure is set to 100,0. The current index series has
the base year 2025, i.e. the producer price index for services for 2025 is 100,0 index points. The index values
and rates of change for service industries with fewer than three respondents are subject to confidentiality.

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of inde-
pendence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General Statis-
tics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance.
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