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Housing costs rose by a third in the last 10 years

Proportion of housing costs in household income remained stable

Vienna, 2026-06-10 — According to Statistics Austria, monthly housing costs rose by around
35% between 2015 and 2025. However, the proportion of household income spent on
housing remained largely unchanged over the same period (2025: 15%, 2015: 16%). Single-
parent households are particularly burdened by their housing costs, spending 29% of their
income on housing — almost double the national average.

“Over the past 10 years, housing costs in Austria have risen by an average of 35%. The increase was highest
for rented accommodation, at just under 40%. Single-parent households and people with disabilities find
housing costs a particularly high burden — they are also more likely than average to live in rented accom-
modation,” said Manuela Lenk, Director General Statistics at Statistics Austria, at the presentation of the
publication “Housing 2025”.

Balanced mix of renting and owning

Just under half of Austrian households lived in owner-occupied accommodation in 2025 (47.3%), with the
majority (35.5%) living in owner-occupied houses and a smaller proportion in owner-occupied flats (11.8%).
Slightly fewer households (43.1%) lived in rented accommodation (as their main residence), with private
rented accommodation being the most common at 19.5%, followed by cooperative housing (17.0%) and
communal housing (6.5%). The remaining primary residences (9.7%) were attributable to other legal ar-
rangements, such as rent-free accommodation, subletting or staff accommodation.

In 2025, 50% of all private tenancies were fixed-term. On average, the contract term was 7 years. Fixed-
term tenancies are far less common in cooperative housing (4.9%) and communal housing (3.8%). The con-
tract term is also significantly longer in these tenancies, at 12.4 and 16.7 years, respectively.

The average rent, including running costs, stood at €10.20 per square metre in 2025

Average housing costs in primary rental properties have settled above the €10 per square metre mark by
2025 and now stand at €10.2 per square metre, including running costs. Whilst older tenancy agreements
with a term of 30 years or more are traditionally cheaper (€6.5 per square metre), newer tenancy agree-
ments with a term of less than 2 years cost €12.4 per square metre.

9 out of 10 single-parent households are (heavily) burdened by housing costs

According to EU-SILC, total housing costs for both rented and owner-occupied properties have risen by
around 35% over the past ten years. The increase was particularly marked for rented accommodation,
which rose by just under 40% — a figure well above the average. However, the share of housing costs in
total disposable household income remained largely stable —in 2025, households in Austria had to allocate
an average of 15% of their household income to housing (2015: 16%).

Single-parent households and women living alone, in particular, spend a higher-than-average proportion of
their income on housing (29% and 28%, respectively). Around 80% of single-parent households consist of a
mother and child.



Subjective assessments also clearly show that, compared to all other household types, single-parent house-
holds feel the greatest burden from housing costs — more than half report a significant burden, with a fur-
ther 37% reporting some burden.

A key factor in this is the housing situation: according to the microcensus, people living alone across all age
groups predominantly live in rented accommodation. As mothers with children in particular are more likely
to live in rented accommodation (54.0%) than fathers with children (38.6%), and as rented accommodation
is associated with higher housing costs on average, this contributes significantly to the greater financial
burden faced by this group.

People with disabilities: greater burden from housing costs, housing problems more frequent

According to self-assessment (see information on methodology), around 1.9 million people aged between
15 and 89 with a disability live in Austria. This group in Austria is often more severely affected by housing
challenges. Whilst a quarter of people without disabilities (24.9%) reported significant financial strain from
housing costs in 2025, the figure was more than a third (35.1%) among people with disabilities. Younger
people aged between 16 and 24 with a disability are more frequently affected: in this age group, more than
half (51.3%) report significant financial strain due to housing costs.

People with disabilities also report housing problems such as noise pollution, damp and dirt more fre-
quently. Here, too, younger people with disabilities are particularly hard hit. While just over a third (37.9%)
of people aged between 16 and 24 without disabilities report problems in their home and living environ-
ment, the majority of people with disabilities in this age group do so (52.9%).

Detailed results and further information on the topic of housing, including the publication “Housing 2025”
(in German only), can be found on our website.

Information on methodology, definitions:

The results on rents are based on the Microcensus Housing Survey. The Microcensus is a sample survey of
private households. Approximately 20 000 households are surveyed each quarter.

Rent including running costs: The rent including running costs corresponds to the rent with running costs
paid to the property management, excluding heating and hot water costs as well as costs for garage or car
parking spaces. The statutory value-added tax is included in the amount

EU-SILC is the EU-wide Community statistics on income and living conditions (European Union Statistics on
Income and Living Conditions) and collects annual data on the living conditions of people in private house-
holds within the European Union since 2003. In Austria, the survey is conducted by Statistics Austria; around
6 000 households are surveyed each year. EU-SILC records all housing costs, i.e. all expenditure that both
establishes the right to use a dwelling and is incurred during its ongoing use. For all forms of housing tenure,
this includes, amongst other things, energy costs, any loan costs for acquiring housing, and maintenance and
upkeep costs; for tenants, they also include rent and running costs.

Share of housing costs: the proportion of total housing costs relative to disposable household income.
Housing cost burden (Eurostat definition): The proportion of the population or households whose total
housing costs exceed 40% of their disposable net household income.

Subjective housing cost burden: The burden felt by respondents due to their household’s housing costs.
Housing problems include the presence of the following issues: moisture, rot, leaks in the house or flat; dark
rooms; noise disturbance from neighbours or the street; air and water pollution, soot from traffic/industry;
crime, violence or vandalism in the neighbourhood; no bath or shower in the flat or house; no toilet in the
flat or house.

The characteristic “disability” is collected in these surveys using the so-called GALI question (GALI: Global
Activity Limitation Indicator), where respondents indicate whether and to what extent they have been lim-
ited in typical everyday activities for at least 6 months due to health reasons. Therefore, this report uses the
term “people with health-related limitations in everyday activities” alongside “people with disabilities”.
Self-reported disability (GALI indicator): People who, for health reasons, have experienced limitations in
their daily activities for at least 6 months.


https://www.statistik.at/en/statistics/population-and-society/housing
https://www.statistik.at/en/

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of inde-
pendence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General Statis-
tics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance.

Further enquiries:

For information on results and methodology, please contact:
wohnen@statistik.gv.at
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