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Rail freight transport increased slightly in 2025

Tonnage grew by 1.8%, transport performance by 2.6%

Vienna, 2026-04-29 — According to Statistics Austria, in 2025 a total of 96.2 million tonnes
of goods were transported on the Austrian rail network, representing an increase of 1.8%.
Domestic transport performance rose by 2.6% to 21.5 billion tonne-kilometres.

Freight volume in rail transport increased in 2025 by 1.8% or 1.7 million tonnes to a total of 96.2 mil-
lion tonnes (million t). National freight transport rose by 3.5% (+1.0 million t) and transit by 2.7% (+0.8 mil-
lion t), while international goods receipt (+0.1%, +0.03 million t) and dispatch (-0.2%, -0.04 million t) hardly
changed.

Multiplying the freight volume by the distance travelled domestically yields a domestic transport perfor-
mance of 21.5 billion tonne-kilometres (bn tkm) for 2025. This represents a 2.6% increase in domestic
transport performance compared with 2024. The increase is attributable to both national transport (+5.0%
to 4.5 bn tkm) and in transit (+6.7% to 8.4 bn tkm). By contrast, cross-border goods dispatch (-3.1% to
3.7 bn tkm) and cross-border goods receipt (-1.7% to 5.0 bn tkm) declined (see table).

Almost one third of the transport volume was attributable to transit traffic

In 2025, 30.0 million t or 31.2% of total transport volume were attributable to transit transport. Of this,
shipments between Germany and Italy routed through Austria accounted for 13.1 million t, representing a
share of 43.8%. International goods receipt and dispatch were amounted to 21.8% resp. 17.4%. Here too,
Germany was the most important partner country, accounting for 30.9% (6.5 million t) of total international
goods receipt and 43.8% (7.3 million t) of total international goods dispatch. National transport amounted
t0 29.6%. Domestic transport accounted for 20.7% of total transport performance, cross-border receipt for
23.2%, and cross-border dispatch for 17.0%.”

More than half of the transport performance on routes longer than 300 kilometres

57.8% (12.4 billion tkm) of the 2025 transport performance was attributable to routes longer than 300 km.
50.6% (10.9 billion tkm) of the total transport performance was accounted for by routes between 300 and
500 km. 36.4% of the transport performance (7.8 billion tkm) was generated on distances between 101 and
300 km, while distances of up to 100 km accounted for a comparatively small share of 5.8% or 1.3 bil-
lion tkm.

In terms of freight volume, the largest share (44.9% or 43.2 million t) was accounted for by distances be-
tween 101 and 300 km. Distances of more than 300 km accounted for a third of the transport volume (33.1%
or 31.8 million t). Of this total, 29.2 million tonnes, or 30.4% of the overall transport volume, were attribu-
table to routes between 300 and 500 km. 22.0% of the tonnage (21.2 million t) was transported over dis-
tances of less than 100 km.

2.1 million intermodal transport units handled

The number of road vehicles, semi-trailers, containers and swap bodies transported increased by 2.9% to a
total of 2.1 million. This corresponds to a total volume of 3.2 million TEU (twenty-foot equivalent units) and
represents an increase of 4.6% compared to 2024.



Rail freight transport in Austria by type of transport 2024 and 2025

Comparison 2024/25

Type of transport

in percent

Transport volume in tonnes

National transport 27 512 786 28 480 747 3,5
International goods receipt 20921 816 20950219 0,1
International goods dispatch 16 782 005 16 746 121 -0,2
Transit 29201 352 29984 563 2,7
Total 94 417 959 96 161 650 1,8

Transport performance in 1 000 tonne kilometres

National transport 4246 908 4 459 575 5,0
International goods receipt 5074712 4986 429 -1,7
International goods dispatch 3784 645 3668 450 -3,1
Transit 7 888 870 8421301 6,7
Total 20995 136 21535754 2,6

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Rail transport statistics. — Rounding differences may occur.
1) revised.

For detailed results and further information please refer to our website.

Information on methodology, definitions:

The data are based on full survey in cooperation with railway undertakings that operated freight traffic on
the Austrian rail network in the respective reporting year. Allocation to the individual types of transport is
based on the loading and unloading locations specified in the railway bills of lading.
Due to minor changes in the data basis, the figures for the 2024 reporting year were revised upon publication
of the 2025 data.

Transport volume: Quantity of goods transported, measured in tonnes.

Transport performance: Product of the transport volume and the distance travelled, measured in tonne-
kilometres.

Twenty-foot equivalent unit (TEU): One TEU corresponds to a 20-foot ISO container.

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of inde-
pendence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General Statis-
tics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance.
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