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Permits for new-build dwellings to hit an all-time

low in 2025

Residential construction activity down by 3.7% overall

Vienna, 2026-04-24 — According to preliminary figures from Statistics Austria, 47 636 per-
mits for the construction of dwellings were issued in Austria in 2025. This represents a
3.7% decrease in the number of building permits compared with 2024. The number of
dwellings approved for construction in new buildings fell by 7.1% to 31 979, reaching its
lowest level since records began in 2010.

“After a sharp decline in 2023 and moderate falls in subsequent years, the number of building permits for
dwellings in new buildings reached a new low in 2025. With 31 979 dwellings approved, residential con-
struction activity in new buildings fell by 7.1% below the previous low set in 2024. Including extensions,
additions and conversions, building permits were issued for a total of 47 636 dwellings, which is 3.7% fewer
than in 2024,” says Manuela Lenk, Director General Statistics of Statistics Austria.

The decline is primarily due to the fall in permits of dwellings in larger residential buildings. In contrast, the
number of building permits for dwellings created through extensions, additions and conversions rose.

Of the total of 47 636 building permits for the construction of dwellings (see table 1), 31 979 — or two-thirds
— were approved for new buildings, while 15 657 were for additions, extensions, and conversions. The larg-
est share of approvals occurred in new residential buildings with 3 or more apartments: 46% of the total
number of dwellings approved for construction were in this category. 21% were in new buildings with 1 or
2 dwellings. Only 0.5% of the approved housing units were approved in new non-residential buildings.

Permitted dwellings in apartment buildings decreased, increase in single- and 2-family houses

In 2025, the number of approved dwellings decreased by 3.7% compared to 2024 (see table 1). While the
number of approved dwellings in new buildings decreased by 7.1%, extensions, additions, and conversions
increased by 4.2%. The decline is mainly due to a decrease in the number of approved apartments in new
buildings with 3 or more dwellings. While the approvals of apartments in residential buildings with 1 or 2
dwellings increased by 8.2% compared to 2024, the approvals in larger residential buildings with 3 or more
apartments decreased by 12.5% in the same period.

Number of dwellings in new buildings decreased by more than a third within 10 years

Between 2015 and 2025, building permits for dwellings in newly constructed buildings fell by 40% — from
53 043 to 31 979. For this comparison, only approved dwellings in new buildings can be taken into account,
as data for Vienna on dwellings approved as part of extensions, additions, and conversions are only availa-
ble from 2024 onwards. In 2015, around 53 043 apartments in new buildings were permitted in Austria
(see table 2). In the years that followed, building permits rose steadily, reaching a record high in 2017 with
approximately 72 756 new housing units approved. In 2018, the construction activity decreased signifi-
cantly (-16%), but increased again in 2019 to 71 463 apartments. Since 2019, the number of construction
permits has steadily decreased, reaching 37 517 in 2023, falling to 34 422 in 2024, and reaching the lowest
point since the beginning of the time series in 2010 with 31 979 in 2025.



Table 1: Building permits for dwellings by federal province in 2025

Permitted dwellings

through additions,

Federal province GCLANL IS O ANIL IS in new non-resi- extensions and
with 1 or 2 dwell- with 3 or more . oy : .

e el dential buildings? cc_m\_/erswr.\s !n ex-

isting buildings
Austria 47 636 10 062 21661 257 15657
Burgenland 1905 1007 460 70 369
Carinthia 2319 719 671 3 928
Lower Austria 6029 2327 1549 1 2151
Upper Austria 6988 2 096 2296 9 2586
Salzburg 2487 450 1122 23 892
Styria 5582 1443 1910 45 2184
Tyrol 6766 849 4003 59 1855
Vorarlberg 2642 611 1351 1 680
Vienna 12918 561 8300 45 4013

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Construction statistics.
Data extracted on 15 March 2026. Preliminary results — estimates included. Rounding differences have not been adjusted.
1) Including buildings for communities.

Table 2: Building permits for dwellings in new buildings from 2010 to 2025

Permitted dwellings in new buildings

in new buildings with 1 | in new buildings with 3 | in new non-residential

or 2 dwellings or more dwellings buildings?!
2025 31979 10 062 21661 257
2024 34422 9296 24762 363
2023 37517 10 900 26 329 288
2022 53994 17193 36 259 542
2021 65 136 21089 43 446 601
2020 65 164 19 360 45 296 508
2019 71463 18 664 52167 632
2018 61 162 18 553 41935 674
2017 72756 17 879 54 227 650
2016 62 348 18 091 43711 546
2015 53043 16 829 35639 575
2014 50 735 16 877 33294 564
2013 47 739 16 241 31027 471
2012 41912 16 087 25236 589
2011 46 798 18 231 28 033 534
2010 39642 17 597 21538 507

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Construction statistics.

Data extracted on 15 March 2026. Preliminary results from 2023 to 2025 — estimates included. Rounding differences have not been
adjusted.

1) including buildings for communities.

For detailed results and further information please refer to our website.

Information on methodology, definitions: The figures are taken from a data extract dated 15 March 2026
from the Buildings and Dwellings Register, which is compulsorily maintained by the first-instance building


https://www.statistik.at/en/statistics/population-and-society/housing/building-permits

authorities (municipalities and, in some cases, district authorities). Within the reporting on addition, exten-
sion and conversion activity, results for Vienna are available from 1 January 2024; for the years prior to this,
no such data is available. Due to this break in the time series, only permitted dwellings in new buildings
between 2010 and 2025 are comparable.

Results from 2023 to 2025 are preliminary. To improve data quality, the results for this period contain esti-
mations to account for delays in reporting. The figures are therefore subject to regular revisions, which are
normally carried out upon the publication of the fourth-quarter or annual results.

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of inde-
pendence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General Statis-
tics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance.

Further enquiries:
For information on results and methodology, please contact: wohnen@statistik.gv.at
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at
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