
 

 

 

Vienna, 2026-04-23 – According to an estimate by Statistics Austria, approximately 
€17.6 bn will be spent on research and development (R&D) in Austria in 2026. The research 
intensity — that is, the share of R&D expenditure in nominal gross domestic product (GDP) 
— will amount to 3.34%, thus remaining stable at a high level. 

“This year, Austria is estimated to invest around €17.6 billion in research and development. This corre
sponds to 3.34% of GDP. The research intensity has thus fallen slightly from its peak of 3.39% in 2025 and 
is now back at the 2024 level, which was also 3.34%. With this figure, Austria ranks third in the EU in terms 
of research expenditure,” says Manuela Lenk, Director General Statistics of Statistics Austria. 

The expected decline in the research intensity in 2026 compared to 2025 can be attributed to stagnation in 
enterprise and public funding for research. In 2026, government funding for research will amount to 
€4.8 bn, roughly the same as in 2025. The increase in corporate funding is expected to fall short of the 
growth in Austria’s economic output.  

In the long term, research intensity in Austria has risen significantly. While it stood at 2.38% in 2006, it had 
risen to 3.13% by 2016, thus surpassing the EU target of 3% already for the third time after 2014 and 2015. 

Enterprises fund about half of research expenditure 
R&D spending is financed from a wide variety of sources. Domestic companies will finance 50% of total 
research spending in 2026 (€8.9 bn). However, this figure also includes 7 percentage points in benefits from 
R&D tax incentives via the research premium, which, according to statistical methodology, is classified as 
business funding. 

In 2026, the government will fund nearly €5.8 bn, accounting for 33% of total R&D financing in 2026. While 
government research funding increased by 9% from 2024 to 2025, there will be a minimal decline of 1% in 
2026. At €4.8 bn, the majority of funding comes from the federal government; the regional governments 
report spending around €770 million on research. 

€2.9 bn (16%) are funded from abroad. The majority of these are funding flows within large multinational 
enterprises whose Austrian subsidiaries conduct R&D. 

Sweden, Belgium and Austria with highest research intensities in the EU 
At European level, preliminary data for the year 2024 is currently available. At 3.56%, Sweden’s research 
intensities is by far the highest, while Belgium stands at 3.36%. Austria (3.34%) continued to have the third-
highest research intensity within the EU. Germany’s research intensity stood at 3.13%. The large EU mem
ber states France and Italy had research intensities of 2.18% and 1.38%, respectively in 2024, which were 
below the EU-27 average (2.24%).  

As early as 2023, the following countries — all of which are important to the EU — consistently reported 
research intensities exceeding 3%: South Korea with 4.94%, the United States and Japan both with 3.44% 
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and Switzerland with 3.10%. China had a research intensity of 2.58% in 2023, which was already significantly 
higher than that of the EU-27. 

Gross domestic expenditure on R&D in Austria from 2006 to 2026 

Year Gross domestic expenditure on R&D in mn Euro Gross domestic expenditure on R&D as % of GDP 

2026 17 628 3.34 

2025 17 389 3.39 

2024 16 509 3.34 

2023 15 404 3.22 

2022 14 237 3.17 

2021 13 225 3.26 

2020 12 199 3.21 

2019 12 441 3.14 

2018 11 912 3.11 

2017 11 290 3.07 

2016 11 145 3.13 

2006 6 319 2.38 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, R&D Global Estimate. 

For detailed results and further information please refer to our website. 

 

Information on methodology, definitions: The global estimate of gross domestic expenditure on R&D was 
compiled based on the results of Austrian R&D surveys as well as other available data and information. The 
analysis took into account R&D-related budget and final account data from the federal government and the 
federal states, preliminary trends from the 2024 Innovation Survey and current economic data. Expenditures 
for R&D conducted in Austria and their financing are presented in accordance with the definitions of the 
internationally recognized OECD Frascati Manual. Tax refunds from the research premium are reported in 
this presentation as financing by the business sector in accordance with these guidelines. Data for the years 
2006, 2017, 2019, 2021, and 2023 are results of the biennial R&D surveys conducted among R&D performing 
institutions. Values for the remaining years are estimates based on information available at the time of the 
estimate. 

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state 
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of inde
pendence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General Statis-
tics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance. 

Further enquiries: 
For information on results and methodology, please contact:  
Andreas Schiefer, phone: +43 1 711 28-7152, e-mail: andreas.schiefer@statistik.gv.at  
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at 
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