
 

 

 

Vienna, 2026-01-13 – According to a projection by Statistics Austria, the number of new 
cancer cases per year will rise to 56 546 by 2045. This corresponds to an increase of 21.6% 
compared to 2023. A significant increase is also expected in cancer-related deaths and in 
the number of people living with a cancer diagnosis. However, the individual risk of devel
oping cancer will continue to decline. 

“The individual risk of developing cancer is decreasing. However, the ageing population has a significant 
impact on the development of cancer cases in Austria. Since older people continue to have a much higher 
risk of cancer than younger people, the growing proportion of older people in the population is leading to 
a significant increase in the absolute number of new cases and in the number of people living with cancer 
in the future, despite declining age-specific risks”, says Manuela Lenk, Director General Statistics at Statis
tics Austria. 

Significant increase in new cases by 2045, incidence rate slightly declines 
On behalf of the Federal Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection, Statistics 
Austria conducted a projection of cancer incidence, mortality, and prevalence until 2045. According to the 
trend variant of the projection, which considers demographic effects, trends in life expectancy, and sex-
specific disease risk, the number of new cancer cases will rise by more than one fifth, from 46 518 in 2023 
to 56 546 (+21.6%) in 2045. The number of cancer-related deaths will also increase by around one fifth, 
from 20 906 in 2023 to 25 277 (+20.9%) by 2045. The number of people living with a cancer diagnosis will 
increase by more than half, from 395 067 in 2023 to 607 654 in 2045 (+53.8%). This development is largely 
attributable to the growing and aging population; in particular, the number of people aged 65 and over will 
increase significantly by 2045, when more than 2.5 million people in Austria will be 65 or older. In 2024, the 
figure was significantly lower, at around 1.8 million people. 

Age-standardised incidence and mortality rates, however, will decline slightly in the trend variant. By 2045, 
the risk of disease is expected to fall by 3.9%, to 469.6 cases per 100 000 people (compared to 488.6 in 
2023). Compared to 2023, the individual risk of dying from cancer will decrease by 18.9% by 2045. In that 
year, the age-standardised mortality rate will be 177.5 cancer deaths per 100 000 people, compared to 
218.8 in 2023. This shows that the increase in the absolute numbers of new cancer cases and cancer-related 
deaths, when considering all locations together, is attributable to demographic aging, as cancer predomi
nantly occurs in older age groups. 

Gender-specific trends: Lung cancer risk in women overtakes that of men 
The results show sex-specific differences: According to the trend variant, the number of new cases among 
men will increase almost twice as much as among women between 2023 and 2045 (+27.4% versus +14.9%). 
One reason for this is the rise in prostate cancer diagnoses, with an increase of 58.9% projected by 2045 in 
the trend variant. In 2023, 7 485 cases of prostate cancer were diagnosed; according to the trend variant 
of the cancer projection, this number will reach 11 891 by 2045. Prostate cancer is and will remain the most 
common cancer diagnosis among men. For women, breast cancer will continue to be the most frequently 
diagnosed cancer. According to the trend variant, the number of diagnoses will rise from 6 902 in 2023 to 
8 269 in 2045. 
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Projection: More cancer cases by 2045 
Individual risk declines, ageing population leads to increase in new cases in ab
solute terms 



 

 

Another notable finding is the sex-specific trend reversal in lung cancer. While the risk has so far been higher 
among men than women (2023: 66.9 cases per 100 000 men versus 45.8 cases per 100 000 women), this 
ratio will reverse around 2035. From that point onward, the age-standardised incidence rate for lung cancer 
among women will exceed that among men. By 2045, this difference will become even more pronounced: 
the risk among women (65.5 diagnoses per 100 000) will be significantly higher than among men (46.5 di
agnoses per 100 000). 

Table 1: Change in incidence from 2023 to 2045 by sex (trend variant) 
Key figure and sex 2023* 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 

Absolute numbers       

Men and women 46 518 47 207 50 322 52 999 55 083 56 546 

Men 24 697 25 354 27 393 29 108 30 486 31 470 

Women 21 821 21 853 22 928 23 890 24 598 25 076 

Age-standardised rate       

Men and women 488,64 483,16 479,26 474,46 470,58 469,56 

Men 569,86 566,81 562,08 554,35 549,29 547,99 

Women 427,05 418,30 413,39 409,12 405,12 403,05 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Cancer projection 2025, *) No projection, but Austrian Cancer Registry (as of 13 January 2025) and cause of 
death statistics. Age-standardized rates (ASR) per 100 000 persons/men/women, European standard population 2013. 

 

Table 2: Change in mortality from 2023 to 2045 by sex (trend variant) 
Key figure and sex 2023* 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 

Absolute numbers       

Men and women 20 906 21 225 21 713 23 084 24 287 25 277 

Men 11 374 11 420 11 613 12 269 12 927 13 365 

Women 9 532 9 805 10 099 10 815 11 360 11 912 

Age-standardised rate       

Men and women 218,78 214,73 198,56 191,92 184,85 177,53 

Men 278,13 267,43 243,12 231,50 221,24 208,34 

Women 176,58 176,78 165,84 162,49 157,44 154,10 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Cancer projection 2025, *) No projection, but Austrian Cancer Registry (as of 13 January 2025) and cause of 
death statistics. Age-standardised rates (ASR) per 100 000 persons/men/women, European standard population 2013. 

 

Table 3: Change in prevalence from 2023 to 2045 (as of December 31) by sex (trend variant) 
Key figure and sex 2023* 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 

Absolute numbers       

Men and women 395 067 414 375 469 843 521 112 567 884 607 654 

Men 190 238 199 553 228 131 256 053 282 600 305 913 

Women 204 829 214 822 241 712 265 060 285 284 301 741 

Proportion of the popu
lation       

Men and women 4,33 4,51 5,04 5,51 5,93 6,29 

Men 4,23 4,41 4,97 5,49 5,99 6,42 

Women 4,42 4,61 5,11 5,53 5,88 6,17 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Cancer projection 2025, *) No projection, but Austrian Cancer Registry (as of 13 January 2025) and cause of 
death statistics – Counting unit = persons. 

 

For detailed results and further information on the cancer projection please refer to our website.  

https://www.statistik.at/en/statistics/population-and-society/health/cancer


 

 

 

Information on methodology:  

On behalf of the Federal Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer Protection, Statistics 
Austria conducted a projection of cancer incidence, mortality, and prevalence for the years 2024 to 2045. 
The calculation was carried out in two variants: A constant variant, where disease and mortality risks were 
kept at the level of 2024, as well as a trend variant. The trend variant considered previous developments in 
cancer incidence and took into account the general trend in life expectancy. The cancer type-specific mortal
ity risk for the years 2022 and 2023 has a correspondingly reducing effect on life expectancy. The variant 
approach makes it possible to capture the uncertainty of future developments. 

To calculate the cancer projection, the 2024 population projection was linked to data from the Austrian Na
tional Cancer Registry and cause of death statistics. The STATSIM microsimulation model was expanded to 
include new modules that take cancer diagnoses and deaths into account. The results are presented accord
ing to 16 types of cancer, sex, and federal province. The calculation was performed in two variants: a constant 
variant, in which the risks of disease and death are kept constant at the 2024 level, and a trend variant, which 
extrapolates previous developments in incidence and mortality. The variant approach makes it possible to 
reflect the uncertainty of future developments.  

The total number of new cancer cases and cancer-related deaths in a year depends not only on incidence 
and mortality rates, but also on the size and age structure of the population. To adjust for distortions caused 
by age structure, age-standardised incidence and mortality rates are calculated. These indicate how many 
cases per 100 000 inhabitants would have occurred based on the prevailing incidence and mortality rates if 
the age structure of the population in the reporting period in question had corresponded to that of a stand
ard population. This eliminates the distorting influence of the respective age structure, i.e. these measures 
take into account both the overall growth of the population and its continuous ageing, thus making it possible 
to compare different conditions over time. The standard population published by Eurostat in 2013 serves as 
the standard population. This standard population is an artificial population with an estimated age structure 
for the European population, which is used as a uniform basis for calculating comparable age-standardised 
incidence and mortality rates. 

Further enquiries: 
For information on results and methodology, please contact:  
Team Demography, e-mail: demographie@statistik.gv.at 
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at 
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