
 

 

 

Vienna, 2025-12-17 – According to Statistics Austria, there were a total of 7.43 million tax-
payers in Austria in 2024, 0.4% more than in the year before. Of these, 4.85 million were 
employees (±0.0%) and 2,58 million were pensioners (+1.3%). Gross earnings increased by 
8.5% to €283.05 billion, resulting in €37.27 billion of wage tax, a plus of €2.74 billion 
(+7.9%) compared to 2023. 

“In 2024, wage tax revenue reached a new high of €37.27 billion. This means that the state took in 7.9% or 
€2.74 billion more than in the previous year. The increase is due to the strong rise in gross earnings of 
income tax payers in Austria, which was largely influenced by high wage settlements due to inflation. With 
an increase of 8.5%, incomes rose more significantly again in 2024 than the government՚s revenue from 
wage tax,” says Manuela Lenk, Director General Statistics at Statistics Austria.  

Male wage tax payers received 59.7% of all gross earnings 
Men accounted for 50.0% or 3 718 020 of all wage tax payers, but received 59.7% of gross earnings and 
contributed 67.7% or more than two-thirds of wage tax revenue. For 19.9% of all wage tax payers, there 
was no wage tax allowable against income tax due to low remuneration. 73.7% of all employees – nearly 
3.6 million persons – received pay throughout the entire year, accounting for 91.4% of the gross pay of all 
employees; in contrast, 1.3 million employees were not employed for the entire year. The average gross 
annual income for a full year’s employment in Austria varied significantly according to the extent of em
ployment (full-time employment €64 404, part-time employment €29 165). 

More than half of employed persons were salaried employees 
The largest group among the 4.8 million employees were white-collar workers (50.3%), while one third 
(35.4%) were blue-collar workers. Contract employees accounted for 9.1% and civil servants for 2.6%. 2.2% 
of all employees were apprentices, and 0.4% had other forms of remuneration (see table 2).  

The highest-earning tenth of all full-time employees received almost a quarter of gross earnings and con
tributed more than 40% to wage tax revenue 
To analyse the distribution of income of full-time employees with full-year earnings, deciles of gross pay 
and the associated decile groups are used (see table 3). The lowest decile of gross earnings is €31 675 yearly 
on average. Taxpayers in this first decile group accounted for €5 901 million in gross pay and €237 million 
in wage tax; this corresponds to 3.8% of total gross earnings and 1.0% of total wage tax, respectively. The 
highest income tenth, however, earned €37 654 million in gross pay and paid €9 874 million wage tax, which 
corresponds to almost a quarter (24.0%) of the gross pay and more than four tenths (40.2%) of the total 
wage tax withheld by all full-time employees with full-year earnings. Thus, there is a clear concentration of 
gross earnings, but an even more pronounced concentration of wage tax in the upper income groups. 

If we look at the proportion of men and women in the individual decile groups in relation to the number of 
all men and women employed full-time throughout the entire year, we see that the proportions of men 
increase as their pay rises, while the trend is opposite for women. Only 8.0% of men, but 14.1% of women 
are in the first decile group. In the fifth decile group, men have 10.4%, women 9.3%, and in the decile group 
with the highest salaries, the proportions are 11.7% for men and 6.6% for women. 
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Total wage tax increased by 7.9% in 2024 
At the same time, gross earnings rose by +8.5%  



 

 

The median (thus, the fifth decile) of gross earnings is €54 143, which means that half of the earnings are 
higher and half are lower than €54 143. If we consider all persons below the median, we arrive at €48 634 
million in gross earnings and €4 030 million wage tax, which corresponds to shares of 31.0% and 16.4% of 
the totals for all full-time employees with full-year earnings.  

There is a relatively large difference between the median (€54 153) and the mean (€63 918) of gross earn
ings, due to the fact that the mean (unlike the median, which is consistent against “outliers”) is strongly 
influenced by a few very high pay figures.  

Table 1: Main results of wage tax statistics 2024 

Survey characteristics 

Taxpayers 
total Employees Pensioners 

number billion € number billion € number billion € 

Gross earnings 7 431 652 283.1 4 849 233 207.0 2 582 419 76.0 

Total social security contributions 6 813 690 35.9 4 565 474 32.0 2 248 216 3.9 

Total wage tax 6 048 091 37.3 4 231 065 28.3 1 817 026 9.0 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, wage tax statistics 2024.  

Table 2: Taxpayers 2024 by social position and gross earning levels 

Gross earning  
levels in 1 000 € 

Taxpayers 
total 

Employees 

Pensioners Apprenti
ces 

Blue  
collar 

workers 

White 
collar 

workers 
Officials 

Civil  
servants  

under 
contract 

Persons 
with 
other  

incomes 

0 to less than 10 1 289 519 35 784 436 418 337 397 86 29 144 11 858 438 832 

10 to less than 20 1 058 845 49 300 225 782 209 724 360 29 343 1 756 542 580 

20 to less than 30 1 100 713 19 173 255 583 265 408 1 179 47 958 990 510 422 

30 to less than 50 2 036 015 2 629 552 201 607 589 12 875 143 212 619 716 890 

50 to less than 70 1 097 426 - 227 450 444 993 42 085 111 577 569 270 752 

70 to less than 100 552 509 - 20 062 350 644 46 197 56 544 818 78 244 

100 and over 296 625 - 1 304 223 813 23 276 22 056 1 477 24 699 

Total 7 431 652 106 886 1 718 800 2 439 568 126 058 439 834 18 087 2 582 419 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, wage tax statistics 2024.  

Table 3: Distribution of gross earnings and total wage tax of full-time employees with full-year earnings 
2024 by sex 

No. of 
decile 

Decile of 
gross 
pay 
in € 

Sum of decile group 

Taxpayers total Men Women 

Gross earnings 
Total 
wage 

tax 
Gross earnings 

Total 
wage 

tax 
Gross earnings 

Total 
wage 

tax 

number million € number million € number million € 

1 31 675 245 532 5 901 237 130 163 3 086 125 115 369 2 815 112 

2 38 473 245 533 8 664 576 136 747 4 839 323 108 786 3 825 253 

3 43 749 245 533 10 106 835 156 717 6 456 527 88 816 3 649 308 

4 48 719 245 532 11 353 1 064 166 495 7 700 708 79 037 3 653 356 

5 54 153 245 533 12 610 1 319 169 488 8 705 892 76 045 3 905 428 

6 60 761 245 532 14 074 1 672 169 366 9 710 1 128 76 166 4 364 543 

7 69 454 245 533 15 927 2 157 170 314 11 049 1 466 75 219 4 878 691 

8 81 347 245 532 18 441 2 848 168 581 12 655 1 923 76 951 5 786 926 

9 102 587 245 533 22 209 3 998 174 877 15 847 2 831 70 656 6 362 1 167 

10 C1 245 532 37 654 9 874 191 626 29 910 7 968 53 906 7 744 1 907 



 

 

No. of 
decile 

Decile of 
gross 
pay 
in € 

Sum of decile group 

Taxpayers total Men Women 

Gross earnings 
Total 
wage 

tax 
Gross earnings 

Total 
wage 

tax 
Gross earnings 

Total 
wage 

tax 

number million € number million € number million € 

Total   2 455 325 156 938 24 579 1 634 374 109 957 17 890 820 951 46 981 6 689 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, wage tax statistics 2024. − 1) C = Confidentiality, largest single value. 

Lorenz curve on equality/inequality of gross earnings, total wage tax and net income of full-time employ
ees with full-year earnings 2024  

 
S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, wage tax statistics 2024. 

The graph shows the Lorenz curves for gross earnings, wage tax and net income for all full-time employees 
with full-year earnings. From these, the Gini coefficients can be calculated. 

The following values for the Gini coefficients were obtained for the 2024 reporting year: 

• Gross earnings: 0.2859 

• Total wage tax: 0.5353 

• Net income: 0.2502 

Thus, wage tax is distributed much more unequally than gross earnings. Moreover, due to the equalizing 
effect of the levies (social security contributions and wage tax), net income is more evenly distributed than 
gross earnings. 

For detailed results and further information please refer to our website. 

Information: Wage tax statistics are based on the pay slips issued to employees and pensioners by employers 
and pension paying institutions. For persons who had more than one employment or pension relationship in 
a calendar year and for whom more than one payslip was issued, all payslips (data records) belonging to one 
person are combined to form a personal data record. 

As of the reporting year 2020, there are individuals with the gender “diverse” in the data, as of 2022 with the 
gender “open” or “inter”. These persons are randomly divided into the two genders “men” and “women” for 
the data analysis so as not to jeopardize confidentiality. 
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In the 2024 data preparation, those 104 781 payslips were removed from the data set that showed only the 
receipt of federal long-term care benefits. Until the 2019 reporting year, these payslips had been assigned to 
pensioners. 

The deciles of gross pay divide the set of persons sorted by gross pay in ascending order into 10 equally sized 
subsets, the so-called decile groups of gross pay. For example, the second decile is the gross pay value (38 473 
euros) that is undercut by 20% of the persons and exceeded by 80% of the persons. The second decile group 
comprises the persons whose gross pay is above the first decile but below the second decile. 

The Lorenz curve shows the distribution of a characteristic. The closer it is to the straight line of equal distri
bution, the more evenly distributed the characteristic is. If a characteristic is very unevenly distributed, it 
deviates significantly from the straight line of equal distribution. 

The Gini coefficient is the ratio of the area between the straight of equal distribution and the Lorenz curve 
on the one hand and the area below the straight of equal distribution on the other. It can take a value be
tween 0 and 1, where “0” means that the gross income, the wage tax or the net income are exactly equally 
distributed, and “1” means that one person has the entire gross or net income or the entire wage tax. The 
larger the value of the Gini coefficient, the more the distribution deviates from an equal distribution. 

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state 
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of inde
pendence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General Statis
tics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance. 

Further enquiries: 
For information on results and methodology, please contact:  
Florian Fischer, phone: +43 1 711 28-8116 | e-mail: florian.fischer@statistik.gv.at  
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at 
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