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Vegetable harvest by 10% above five-year average

in 2025

Onion harvest increased by 26%; decline in lettuce, cucumbers and tomatoes

Vienna, 2012-12-03 — According to Statistics Austria, the total harvest of field and horti-
cultural vegetables amounted to 726 800 tonnes in 2025. Thus, the harvest was by 9%
higher than in 2024 and by 10% above the five-year average. The cultivated area increased
by 3% compared to the previous year.

The 2025 harvest season provided overall favourable growing conditions for Austrian vegetable cultivation.
Although the cool spring slowed down development somewhat, and there was isolated damage from heat,
drought and hail in the summer, vegetable production was nevertheless very high, especially for important
field crops such as onions, carrots, legumes and sweetcorn.

Exceptional onion harvest, acreage of green soya beans for first time exceeding 1 000 hectares

The harvest of root, tuber and bulb vegetables rose to a total of 419 900 tonnes in 2025, which was 16%
above the previous year’s figure and 18% above the five-year average. This above-average increase is due
in partto a 6% increase in cultivated area, but also significantly to good yields. Onions accounted for 219 900
tonnes, which is more than a quarter of Austria’s total vegetable production. In 2025, onion production
rose by 26% compared to the previous year on virtually unchanged acreage and was just under a third (32%)
above the five-year average. Carrots also recorded above-average yields, resulting in a harvest volume of
124 900 tonnes (+4% compared to 2024). The production of fresh peas increased to 12 100 tonnes (+54%
compared to 2024), primarily due to higher yields but also due to increased acreage. Green soya beans
reached a new record level in acreage of over 1 000 hectares, resulting in a rapid increase in production
volume to 3 900 tonnes (+39%).

The harvest of leafy and stalked vegetables including brassicas amounted to 136 100 tonnes, which was 1%
below the previous year’s figure and 4% below the five-year average. Lettuce accounted for one third of
this product group, with the area under cultivation reduced by 4% compared with the previous year —
largely due to challenging production conditions such as a lack of pesticides and increased labour costs. The
production volume reached 44 500 tonnes (-6% compared to 2024), which was 11% below the five-year
average. Although cabbage was grown on 3% less acreage, the harvest increased by 4% compared to 2024,
reaching 37 200 tonnes (+4% compared to 2024).

Less cucumbers and tomatoes, more sweetcorn

The fruit vegetable harvest amounted to 170 900 tonnes, which was 1% above the previous year’s level and
2% above the five-year average, with a slightly increased cultivated area. Tomato production declined
slightly to 57 600 tonnes (-1% compared to 2024) on a slightly smaller area. The cucumber harvest also
remained below the previous year’s level (-7%) at 40 100 tonnes. This decrease was due to lower yields for
gherkins than in the previous year as well as a further loss of acreage in protected cultivation (-4% com-
pared to 2024). In contrast, the production of peppers, which is increasingly subject to strong price pressure
from imports, increased by 2% to 14 000 tonnes. The sweetcorn acreage was expanded by 7%, yielding a
production volume of 20 800 tonnes (+21% compared to 2024). The cultivation of gourds and pumpkins
stagnated, but nevertheless the harvest volume reached a new record high of 25 800 tonnes (+1% com-
pared to 2024). Significant increases in acreage were recorded for melons, primarily watermelons (+16%



compared to 2024), which consequently reached a new record high of 2 800 tonnes (+17% compared to
2024). A strong upward trend can also be seen in eggplants, whose production — partly in intensive green-
house cultivation —amounted to 2 500 tonnes (+51% compared to 2024).

For detailed results and further information please refer to our website.

Information on methodology, definitions: The survey of vegetable production is based on the yield esti-
mates of the vegetable consultants of the Chambers of Agriculture. As area basis for calculating the harvest
quantities, the results of the last horticultural and field vegetable survey (2020), supplemented by estimates
of the chamber consultants, were used.

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state
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