
 

 

 

Vienna, 2025-11-12 – Austria՚s population is expected to grow more slowly in the coming 
years. A decline in population is expected from the 2040s onwards. According to the latest 
population projections by Statistics Austria, the population will increase by 2.5% by 2040—
from the current 9.2 million to 9.4 million. This growth will be accompanied by progressive 
aging. The proportion of people over 65 is expected to increase from 20.0% to 26.2% by 
2040. 

“Austria՚s population will continue to grow, but only until the 2040s. By then, it will peak at around 9.4 mil
lion inhabitants before declining to an estimated 9.1 million by 2080. The 2.5% population increase expec
ted by 2040 will be distributed very unevenly across regions. Vienna will see the strongest growth due to 
migration, while Carinthia is expected to experience a slight population decline. Demographic aging will 
remain a defining trend. By 2040, one in four people is expected to be 65 or older, with Burgenland and 
Carinthia aging the most,” says Manuela Lenk, Director General Statistics of Statistics Austria. 

Migration gains temporarily offset projected birth deficits 
Future population growth in Austria will be based exclusively on expected migration gains. In the long term, 
immigration is expected to add around 28 000 to 43 000 people annually. Despite the positive migration 
balance, population growth is slowing down in the main scenario of the projection. In 2024, there were 
more deaths than births across Austria (birth balance −11 248). In the coming years, the number of deaths 
will continue to exceed the number of births—due to the baby boomers of the 1950s and 1960s advancing 
into higher age groups while birth rates decline. By 2040, an average annual birth balance of around −23 000 
is expected. From the 2040s onwards, the negative birth balance is expected to exceed immigration gains, 
which suggests a long-term decline in population. 

Demographic ageing is increasing 
According to the main scenario of the projection, the population aged 65 and older will increase significantly 
in absolute and relative terms. In 2024, around 1.84 million people aged 65 and over lived in Austria. The 
number of people under 20 years of age was slightly lower at around 1.77 million. In 2040, the population 
aged 65 and over is expected to be 33.8% (or around 622 000 people) larger than in 2024; at the same time, 
their proportion of the population will increase from the current 20.0% to 26.2% (see table 1). According to 
the projection, the number of people of working age between 20 and 64 will peak at 5.57 million in 2024 
and fall below this figure by around 256 000 people (−4.6%) by 2040. In contrast, the proportion of the total 
population aged under 20 will fall only slightly over the entire projection horizon (2024: 19.2%; 2040: 
17.3%). 

Regional differences in population development 
The population growth of 2.5% projected for Austria by 2040 is distributed very differently across the pro
vinces. Due to migration, above-average growth is expected in Vienna. The federal capital accounts for 
more than a third of international immigration to Austria. In addition to Vienna (+9.2%), a population in
crease is projected for Vorarlberg (+3,7%), Upper Austria (+2,2%) and Lower Austria (+1,5%) by 2040. At the 
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same time, Carinthia is expected to experience a population decline of 3.5% (see table 3). In all other pro
vinces, the population will remain largely stable according to the main scenario of the population projec
tion. 

Number of people in the labour force declines 
According to the trend scenario of the labour force projection, the number of people in the labour force, 
i.e. the sum of self-employed and contributing family members, employed and unemployed persons as well 
as those in military and civilian service, will be around 0.84% lower in 2040 than in 2024 (see table 2). In 
absolute terms, this is around 40 000 fewer people in the labour force (2024: 4.78 million; 2040: 4.74 mil
lion). According to the projection, the labour force will continue to fall to 4.36 million by 2080. If the age- 
and sex-specific labour force participation rates remain constant at the 2024 level, the labour force is ex
pected to fall by 3.0% to 4.64 million until 2040. 

Projection scenarios illustrate paths in uncertain times 
In order to reflect the uncertainty of future developments, the population projection is prepared in eleven 
scenarios. In addition to the medium assumption, upper and lower assumptions are developed for fertility, 
mortality and immigration to capture a range of possible developments, which are then combined into 
different scenarios. The main scenario combines the medium assumptions for each component, resulting 
in an average number of children of 1.35 per woman in 2080, a life expectancy of 90.5 years for women 
and 87.2 years for men in 2080, and long-term immigration of 143 500 people per year. The ageing scenario 
shows the path that the population could take with a stronger increase in life expectancy (life expectancy 
at birth in 2080: men: +3.5 years compared to the medium assumption; women: +3.1 years) and a simulta
neous decline in fertility (−0.2 children per woman compared to the medium assumption) and immigration 
(−42 000 people per year compared to the medium assumption). The growth scenario shows how the po
pulation could develop if the upper assumptions on fertility (+0.2 children per woman compared to the 
mean assumption), life expectancy (life expectancy at birth in 2080: men: +3.5 years compared to the me
dium assumption; women: +3.1 years) and immigration (+42 000 people per year compared to the medium 
assumption) were to be realised. 

A comparison of the results shows that the ageing process of the Austrian population could not be halted 
even by a sharp increase in births and immigration: according to the main scenario, the proportion of the 
population aged 65 and over rises to 26.2% by 2040, up from 20.0 % in 2024. The assumptions of the growth 
scenario result in a slightly lower, but also strong overall increase to 25.2%. According to the ageing scena
rio, the proportion would even rise to 28.0%. The dynamics of population change also differ between the 
scenarios: While the growth scenario predicts a strong increase in the population to 10.07 million in 2040, 
the population shrinks to 8.87 million according to the ageing scenario. 

 

Table 1: Projection of the Austrian population by age (annual averages) 

Year 
Total population, absolute terms In percent 

Total Under 20 
years 20 to 65 years 65 and more 

years 
Under 20 

years 
20 to 65 

years 
65 and more 

years 

2024 9 177 915 1 765 744 5 572 558 1 839 613 19,2 60,7 20,0 

2025 9 209 827 1 762 577 5 563 016 1 884 234 19,1 60,4 20,5 

2030 9 329 192 1 745 071 5 451 007 2 133 114 18,7 58,4 22,9 

2040 9 410 748 1 631 932 5 316 943 2 461 873 17,3 56,5 26,2 

2050 9 384 412 1 584 764 5 236 957 2 562 691 16,9 55,8 27,3 

2060 9 258 542 1 565 977 5 053 232 2 639 333 16,9 54,6 28,5 

2070 9 145 436 1 519 541 4 965 781 2 660 114 16,6 54,3 29,1 

2080 9 071 087 1 483 525 4 890 889 2 696 673 16,4 53,9 29,7 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Population projection 2025, main scenario (rounded results). 

 



 

 

Table 2: Labour force projection for Austria by sex, age and projection scenario 

 2024 
Trend scenario Constant scenario 

2040 2060 2080 2040 2060 2080 

Men        

15 to 34 years 868 809 808 367 743 827 729 858 835 782 770 144 755 374 

35 to 54 years 1 144 955 1 173 315 1 124 521 1 057 527 1 167 173 1 118 897 1 052 232 

55 and more years 525 909 511 377 518 563 522 182 471 289 470 233 472 221 

Total 2 539 673 2 493 059 2 386 911 2 309 567 2 474 244 2 359 274 2 279 827 

Women        

15 to 34 years 751 964 701 383 649 596 636 692 714 791 661 606 648 101 

35 to 54 years 1 088 661 1 099 966 1 038 209 976 722 1 082 482 1 020 123 959 675 

55 and more years 404 604 450 108 445 047 439 904 367 983 348 719 344 572 

Total 2 245 229 2 251 457 2 132 852 2 053 318 2 165 256 2 030 448 1 952 348 

Men and women        

15 to 34 years 1 620 773 1 509 750 1 393 423 1 366 550 1 550 573 1 431 750 1 403 475 

35 to 54 years 2 233 616 2 273 281 2 162 730 2 034 249 2 249 655 2 139 020 2 011 907 

55 and more years 930 513 961 485 963 610 962 086 839 272 818 952 816 793 

Total 4 784 902 4 744 516 4 519 763 4 362 885 4 639 500 4 389 722 4 232 175 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Labour force projection 2025 (rounded results). 

 

Table 3: Projection of the Austrian population by federal province (annual averages) 
Province 2024 2025 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080 

Burgenland 301 712 302 167 304 122 302 774 297 084 289 521 283 274 279 539 

Carinthia 569 906 569 612 565 272 550 204 530 505 507 786 489 710 477 006 

Lower Austria 1 725 711 1 729 377 1 744 189 1 752 022 1 745 107 1 723 867 1 706 499 1 699 022 

Upper Austria 1 533 226 1 537 898 1 556 952 1 566 545 1 555 393 1 527 750 1 504 606 1 489 432 

Salzburg 572 049 572 742 573 640 567 289 556 732 542 052 530 275 522 060 

Styria 1 270 439 1 272 101 1 276 095 1 264 706 1 237 883 1 199 756 1 167 439 1 144 135 

Tyrol 776 620 778 100 782 862 779 291 765 327 742 574 721 865 706 209 

Vorarlberg 410 938 412 509 419 286 425 949 427 318 422 596 417 735 415 118 

Vienna 2 017 314 2 035 321 2 106 774 2 201 968 2 269 063 2 302 640 2 324 033 2 338 566 

Austria, total 9 177 915 9 209 827 9 329 192 9 410 748 9 384 412 9 258 542 9 145 436 9 071 087 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Population projection 2025, main scenario (rounded results). 

 

Table 4: Projection of the Austrian population by age and selected scenarios (annual averages) 

Year/ 
Scenario 

Total population, absolute terms In percent 

Total Under 20 
years 

20 to 65 
years 

65 and more 
years 

Under 20 
years 

20 to 65 
years 

65 and 
more years 

2040        

Main scenario 9 410 748 1 631 932 5 316 943 2 461 873 17,3 56,5 26,2 

Ageing scenario  8 865 616 1 341 789 5 039 578 2 484 249 15,1 56,8 28,0 

Growth scenario 10 069 752 1 927 619 5 604 691 2 537 442 19,1 55,7 25,2 

2080        

Main scenario 9 071 087 1 483 525 4 890 889 2 696 673 16,4 53,9 29,7 

Ageing scenario  7 420 208  936 478 3 758 291 2 725 439 12,6 50,6 36,7 

Growth scenario 11 454 723 2 134 687 6 093 628 3 226 408 18,6 53,2 28,2 

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Population projection 2025, main scenario, ageing scenario, growth scenario (rounded results). 



 

 

For detailed results and further information on the population and labour force projections please refer to 
our website. An interactive population pyramid illustrating the changes in the population structure and the 
presentation from the press conference on 12 November 2025 are linked on our website. 

 

Information on methodology, definitions:  

The population projection estimates the population of Austria and its federal states broken down by age, 
sex, and country of birth (domestic/foreign) up to the year 2080. The starting point is the population as of 
January 1, 2025, differentiated by age, gender, federal province of residence, and country of birth. In addi
tion, assumptions are made about the future development of demographic indicators for fertility, mortality, 
and migration. Since 2022, Statistics Austria has used the microsimulation model STATSIM to produce the 
projection, which simulates demographic processes (such as births, deaths, and migration movements) for 
each individual. For the 2025 projection generation, the long-term assumptions have been revised in coordi
nation with experts on current data and scientific findings. A detailed description of the assumptions and 
methods can be found in the STATreport series (to be published in the first quarter of 2026). 

The labour force projection is based on an extrapolation of age- and sex-specific employment rates by five-
year age groups. Multiplying this by the main scenario of the current population projection gives the projec
ted labour force figures. The underlying labour force participation rates are based on the ILO concept. Ac
cordingly, the classification of people as employed, unemployed and economically inactive is based on the 
guidelines of the International Labour Organisation (ILO). A person is considered to be employed if they have 
worked at least one hour in the reference week, and unemployed if they were not employed in this sense, 
have currently taken active steps to look for work and could start working at short notice. For the purposes 
of the labour force projection, persons undertaking military or civilian service are also included. The historical 
labour force participation rates for Austria are derived from annual averages of the labour force according 
to the Labour Force Survey/Microcensus since 2004. The Register-based Labour Market Statistics are used 
to estimate the labour force in non-private households. The disaggregation by federal province is based on 
the relative regional differences in labour force participation rates according to the Register-based Labour 
Market Statistics. 

The labour force projection is produced in two scenarios: a constant scenario and a trend scenario. The 
constant scenario keeps the age- and sex-specific labour force participation rates constant at the 2024 level. 
The trend scenario takes into account the observed trends in labour force participation since 2004, while also 
integrating further changes, such as the increase in the labour force participation of women aged 60 to 64 as 
a result of the increase in the statutory retirement age, into the assumptions. The 2025 labour force projec
tion is a recalculation of the 2023 labour force projection. The long-term assumptions on the development 
of labour force participation were not changed. 

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state 
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of inde
pendence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Manuela Lenk, Director General Statis
tics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance. 

Further enquiries: 
For information on results and methodology, please contact:  
Team Demography, e-mail: demographie@statistik.gv.at 
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at 
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