A

&S TATISTICS AUSTRIA >

The Information Manager

Press release: 13 656-149/25

Austria’s population only grows because of

immigration
Statistical Yearbook Migration & Integration 2025

Vienna, 2025-07-16 — According to Statistics Austria, an average of around 2.51 million
people with a migration background lived in Austria in 2024 (27.8% of the total
population), around 696 100 or 38.4% more than in 2015 (1.81 million). This is shown in
the Statistical Yearbook Migration & Integration, which summarises data on migration and
integration as well as the results of the 2025 migration survey.

More than a quarter of the population living in Austria has a migration background. Since 2015, this
proportion has risen continuously from 21.4% to 27.8%. Austria’s population has only been growing for
decades due to immigration. In view of negative birth rates, the population would drop to the level of the
1950s in the long term without immigration. Many of the immigrants have not only arrived here physically,
but the majority have positive ties to Austria. Three quarters of those born abroad not only live here, but
also feel a sense of belonging to Austria, according to Statistics Austria at the presentation of the Statistical
Yearbook Migration & Integration 2025.

Germans and Romanians are the largest immigrant groups

The largest group of the 1 855 400 people with non-Austrian citizenship living in Austria on 1 January 2025
are 239 500 German citizens, followed by 155 700 Romanian citizens, 124 800 Turkish citizens and 122 500
Serbian citizens. In fifth to tenth place are nationals from Hungary, Croatia, Syria, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Ukraine and Poland. Since the beginning of 2020, the largest increases in absolute numbers have been
among people with Ukrainian (+76 300), Syrian (+53 300), German (+39 500), Romanian (+32 300) and
Croatian (+25 800) citizenship.

After ten years, almost 42% of those born abroad have Austrian citizenship

Atotal of 41.9% of the 1 125 800 people born abroad who had been living in Austria for more than ten years
had Austrian citizenship. Among those born in third countries, the proportion of Austrian nationals (45.6%)
was significantly higher than among those born in EU and EFTA states and the United Kingdom (GB; 37.0%).
There were particularly high proportions of Austrian nationals among people born in Egypt (76.2%), Iran
(70.1 %) and the Czech Republic (69,8%) who had lived in Austria for more than ten years.

Stronger affiliation to Austria than to the country of origin

As part of the 2025 migration survey, the population in Austria with and without a migration background
was asked how they perceive the integration process and migration-related issues. One of the questions
asked in the migration survey was about affiliation of immigrants with Austria. The survey reveals that the
majority of immigrants have a positive affiliation with Austria. More than three quarters (75.7%) feel a sense
of belonging to Austria. The bond is particularly strong among people born in Syria (83.6%), Bosnia and
Herzegovina (79.8%) and Somalia (78.3%). The lowest perceived affiliation to Austria can be found among
immigrants from Ukraine (64.7%).

Respondents were also asked about their perceived affiliation with their country of origin. Just under half
(46.6%) of those born abroad still feel a connection to their country of origin. This is especially the case for
immigrants from Ukraine (59.4%) and Somalia (52.2%). In contrast, a quarter (25.1%) of respondents do not



feel any connection to their country of origin. The proportion is particularly low among those born in
Afghanistan (37.2%) and the Russian Federation (32.0%).

People born in Austria take a more critical view

Just under half (46.2%) of those born in Austria rate coexistence as “rather bad” or “very bad”, while only
20.9% rate it as “very good” or “rather good”. The critical voices have increased further compared to
previous years (2022: 25.1%; 2023: 34.0%; 2024: 40.2%). However, there are differences according to the
frequency of contact: those born in Austria who have particularly frequent contact with migrants tend to
rate living together as better than those who do so less frequently or never.

In return, 57.9% of immigrants rate the coexistence between Austrians and migrants as “very good” or
“rather good”. Here as well, people who have more frequent contact with Austrians tend to rate living
together as better than those for whom this is rarely or never the case.

German is spoken more often among friends than at home

The migration survey 2025 also included questions on language use in various situations. 45.1% of the
immigrants surveyed stated that they communicate at home predominantly or exclusively in their language
of origin, while 16.4% communicate exclusively or predominantly in German. Communication with friends
takes place more frequently in German: 30.0% stated that they spoke exclusively or predominantly German
with friends, 48.7% German in combination with another language. 21.2% communicated with friends
mainly or exclusively in their language of origin.

Detailed results and further information can be found on our website. The “Statistical Yearbook on
Migration & Integration 2025” (PDF, 3,1 MB) as well as the presentation for the press conference on 16 July
2025 are available in German only on our German language website (under “Publikationen” and
“Berichte/Verweise”).

Table 1: Population with migration background on annual average 2015 and 2024

Migration background, country of birth 2015 2015 2024 2024
€ g ¢ ¥ absolute in % of pop. absolute in % of pop.
Population with migration background 1812900 21.4% 2509 000 27.8%
First Generation (born abroad) 1334300 15.7% 1874 800 20.8%

Second Generation (born in Austria with both parents

478 700 5.6% 634 300 7.0%
born abroad)

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Labour Force Survey, annual average of all weeks. — Population in private households.

Table 2: Foreign citizens — Top-15-nationalities in Austria 2020 and 2025

Citizenship Jan. 01, 2020 Jan. 01, 2025
Foreign citizens total 1486 223 1855419
including: Germany 199 993 239 452
Romania 123 459 155715
Tirkiye 117 607 124 788
Serbia 122 115 122 459
Hungary 87516 112 376
Croatia 83 596 109 359
Syria 51502 104 833
Bosnia and Herzegovina 96 583 100 764
Ukraine 11585 87927
Poland 64 429 67 543

Afghanistan 43 654 50 840



https://statistik.at/en/statistics/population-and-society/population/migration-and-naturalisation/migration-background
https://www.statistik.at/fileadmin/publications/Migration-Integration_2025.pdf
https://www.statistik.at/fileadmin/publications/Migration-Integration_2025.pdf
https://www.statistik.at/fileadmin/pages/435/Statistik_Austria_Jahrbuch_Migration_und_Integration_2025.pdf
https://www.statistik.at/fileadmin/pages/435/Statistik_Austria_Jahrbuch_Migration_und_Integration_2025.pdf
https://www.statistik.at/statistiken/bevoelkerung-und-soziales/bevoelkerung/migration-und-einbuergerung/migrationshintergrund

Slovakia 43621 50415

Italy 32490 41018
Bulgaria 32528 40 295
Russian Federation 32872 38 060

S: STATISTICS AUSTRIA, Statistics of the Population Status.

Information on methodology, definitions: The “Statistical Yearbook for Migration & Integration” has been
published since 2008. In addition to current data and facts on the topics of migration and integration, it also
contains 25 indicators defined in the “National Action Plan for Integration” for assessing integration
processes — from demographic aspects to the socioeconomic situation to the topic of security. By including
different sources and enriching existing data, it is possible to compile meaningful information across all
statistical areas.

The figures on migration background were extrapolated from a sample survey (microcensus). They are
therefore subject to statistical fluctuation. For this reason, only rounded results are presented.

People with a migration background are those whose parents were both born abroad. Persons who were
themselves born abroad are categorized as “first generation”, while descendants born in Austria of parents
with a foreign place of birth are assigned to the “second generation”. According to this definition, persons
with only one parent born in Austria do not have a migration background. The country of birth of the mother
is decisive for the assignment of the country of origin.

The migration survey is a sample survey (stratified random sample), which was conducted as an online survey
in 2025 and then extrapolated to the population level. The results are therefore subject to statistical
fluctuation and are consequently only presented in the form of percentages. Persons with selected countries
of birth were surveyed. The sample consists of persons with the following countries of birth: Austria (1 061
people), Bosnia and Herzegovina (524), Serbia (414), Turkiye (446), Afghanistan (427), Russian Federation
(447), Somalia (499), Syria (443), Romania (444) and Ukraine (514). A total of 5,219 people were interviewed
for the migration survey in 2025.

Third countries are all countries that are not EU member states or small states associated with the EU or
EFTA countries, excluding the United Kingdom (GB).

Statistics Austria is the central organisation for official data and statistics on society, the economy, the state
and the environment. As a national statistical institute, it is committed to the statutory principles of
independence, impartiality and objectivity. Statistics Austria is headed by Thomas Burg, provisional Director
General Statistics, and Franz Haslauer, Director General Finance.

Further enquiries:

For information on results and methodology, please contact:

Jonas Kolb, phone: +43 1 711 28-7435, e-mail: jonas.kolb @statistik.gv.at

Stephan Marik-Lebeck, phone: +43 1 711 28-7204, e-mail: stephan.marik-lebeck @statistik.gv.at
For interview requests, please contact the press office: presse@statistik.gv.at
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